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TO:  Eileen Donoghue, City Manager  

FROM: R. Eric Slagle, Director of Development Services 
   
DATE:  February 6, 2020 

RE: Motion by C. Mercier - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Process Of 
Revenue Generated By The Use Of Empty Lots Charging People To Park In And 
Around The New Court House. 

 
This memorandum addresses the request from Councilor Mercier regarding the process for empty 
lots to charge for parking around the new courthouse in the Hamilton Canal Innovation District. 
 
The vast majority of private property near the Courthouse that could possibly be used for parking is 
in either the Downtown Mixed Use (DMU) District or the Urban Mixed Use (UMU) District. There 
are two possible scenarios around parking lots in the general area of the Courthouse in these 
districts; parking lots that currently exist and are underutilized, and vacant properties that would be 
converted to parking lots.  
 
The first scenario is relatively simple and straightforward; if you have an existing parking lot, and 
wish to lease out excess spaces to another use on a nearby parcel, you may do so. Such owners of 
existing lots may enter into leases and negotiate prices on the open market at their own discretion, 
and the City ordinances do not prohibit this. 
 
The second scenario is a bit different. In both the DMU and the UMU, the creation of parking lots 
requires a Special Permit, pursuant to the City’s Zoning Ordinance, and if the lot has more than 14 
spaces, Site Plan Review is also required. Thus, the creation of a new lot would require a public 
process, with a public hearing before a Land Use Board (likely the Planning Board), with notice to 
abutters. This process would take 2-4 months, in all likelihood. Please note that the granting of a 
Special Permit by the Board is discretionary, so there is the possibility that such application could 
be denied. 
 
 
ES 
 
February 6, 2020 

http://www.lowellma.gov/


DMU

UMU

HCD

UMU

UMU

Merr
imack

 Ca
nal

Hamilton Canal

Lower Pawtucket Canal

Ea
ste

rn 
Cana

l

Western Canal

Pawtuc
ket

 Cana
l

DUTTO
N ST

CE
NT

RA
L S

T

MIDDLESEX ST

MARKET ST

APPLETON ST

JACKSON ST

MERRIMACK ST

SOUTH ST

GO
RH

AM
 ST

MIDDLE ST

SUMMER ST

THORNDIKE ST

CANAL ST

WORTH
EN ST

CITY AV

UNION ST

CHAPEL ST

LORD OVERPASS

HURD ST

BROADWAY ST

PAIGE ST

LEE ST

GREEN ST

DUMMER 
ST

O'BRIEN TERR

CHARLES ST

JOHN ST

WARREN ST

VETE
RANS W

Y

PA
LM

ER
 ST

WILLIAM ST

KIR
K S

T

PRE
SCO

TT 
ST

BRI
DGE S

T

SHATT
UCK 

ST

CHURCH ST

FAVOR ST

TYLER ST

PEARL ST

LINDEN ST

ELLIOTT ST

GARNET ST WINTER ST

ARCH ST

ROBESON ST

DE
PO

T A
V

DAVIS ST

MARSTON ST

KEARNEY SQ
MOULTON AV

CHELM
SFO

RD ST

CONLON TERR

MOODY ST

SPRING ST

LEWIS ST

GOWARD PL

CENTRE ST
COURT AV

FRENCH ST

APPLETON PL

CARD
INAL O

'CO
NNELL

 PK
WY

CITY AV


	B) Motion Response - Parking Lots around the New Courthouse
	B) MAP HCID_FocusArea_a

