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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Eileen M. Donoghue, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Diane N. Tradd, Assistant City Manager/DPD Director  
 
DATE:  August 11, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:  COUNCIL MOTION OF 7/14/20 BY COUNCILOR NUON 

REQUEST CITY MANAGER WORK WITH DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
AND DEVELOPMENT TO COMPILE A LIST OF HUD PROJECTS WITH 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING RESTRICTIONS THAT EXPIRE IN NEAR FUTURE 
 

The Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) maintains a subsidized housing 
inventory (SHI) list for all cities and towns throughout Massachusetts for compliance with Chapter 
40B. The Comprehensive Permit Act, a Massachusetts law which allows developers of affordable 
housing to override certain aspects of municipal zoning bylaws and other requirements.  It is 
administered by DHCD to address the shortage of affordable housing statewide by reducing barriers 
created by local municipal building permit approval processes, local zoning, and other restrictions. Its 
goal is to encourage the production of affordable housing in all communities throughout the 
Commonwealth. For the purposes of this statute, affordable housing is defined as a unit which could 
be purchased or rented by a household making up to 80% of the area median income.  
 
Such housing is subject to an affordable housing restriction to preserve affordability for the long term 
as detailed in the attached list. Additionally, there are properties on the subsidized housing inventory 
(SHI) list whose tenants are supported by a Department of Housing and Urban Development Housing 
Assistance Payment (HAP) contract. These HAP contracts carry with them a term of up to twenty 
years which is routinely renewed by the landlord at the end of the term. Although the landlord has no 
obligation to extend the HAP contract at the end of the term these HAP contracts provide a rent 
equivalent to Fair Market Rent (FMR) for the unit occupied reducing the incentive for the landlord to 
convert the units to market rate. 
 
The Department of Planning and Development (DPD) housing staff identified the affordable housing 
units on the subsidized housing inventory (SHI) list that were expiring. The process then involved 
correspondence with the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) staff about these 
properties and the associated restrictions. MassHousing staff was then contacted regarding properties 
financed through MassHousing and lastly the property managers for these properties were then 
contacted about their plans for these expiring use units. The property managers contacted confirmed 
the units identified as expiring will be extended without interruption to the tenants.  
 
 
DNT/ns 
Attachment 
cc:  Philip Ferreira, Housing and Energy Program Manager 
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