COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
CITY OF LOWELL
In City Council
VOTE
Authorizing the City Manager on behalf of the City of Lowell to Accept by Donation or
Settlement, property interest in various parcels, in furtherance of the Route 38 Roadway and
Intersection Improvement Project.
------The City of Lowell is desirous of accepting by easement the various parcels as described in
Attachment “A” entitled Route 38 Improvement Project-Acquired Easements, attached hereto
and made a part hereof.
BE IT VOTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOWELL, as follows:
That the City Manager be and is hereby authorized, in the name of the City of Lowell, to accept
by donation or settlement, property interest in various parcels, in furtherance of the Route 38
Roadway and Intersection Improvement Project.
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City of Lowell Department of Public Works/Engineering
1365 Middlesex Street • Lowell, MA 01852
P: 978.674.4111 • F: 978.970.4071
www.LowellMA.gov
Christine Clancy, P.E.
City Engineer

Date:

August 23, 2018

TO:

Eileen Donoghue, City Manager

FROM:

Christine Clancy, P.E., City Engineer and Jim Donison, P.E., DPW Commissioner

SUBJECT:

Rt. 38 Roadway Roadway and Intersection Improvements Project: Request for
City Council to authorize the acceptance of easement donations, settlements,
and authorize the Taking of remaining easements to be secured.

This is a request for City Council to authorize the acceptance of donated and settled easements and
for the request that City Council authorize the takings of 6 remaining easements for the MassDOT
Route 38 Roadway and Intersection Improvements Project.
MassDOT will be constructing improvements including street resurfacing, traffic signal upgrades,
roadway widening on Nesmith Street, additional plantings in Kittredge Park, and sidewalk
reconstruction along areas of Route 38 between Phoenix Avenue and East Merrimack Street. As
part of this project, the City of Lowell is required to secure both permanent and temporary
easements. Professional appraisals were completed for each permanent and temporary easement.
A total of 44 original permanent easements and temporary easements were pursued. As of July
2018, 16 permanent and temporary easements remained to be obtained. 16 property owners were
provided written offers for the permanent and temporary easements in July 2018. The written
notification also included a notice that failure to secure the easements would result in a taking for the
appraised easement value. 6 easements remain to be secured.
In order to maintain the project schedule and secure project funding, the remaining 6 easements are
proposed as takings for the appraised easement values. The 6 remaining easements include
temporary easements to allow for sidewalk and driveway grading and restoration to occur. 3 of the 6
remaining easements also include permanent easements for aerial rights for overhead utility wires.
Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns regarding this request. The City Council’s
authorization of the acceptance of the easements and takings is vital for the project to remain on
schedule and to secure the project funding.
Thank you

