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Phillip Charron Selected to Serve as Lowell Fire Chief 
 

City Manager Eileen Donoghue has announced that Phillip Charron has been selected to serve as Chief of the 
Lowell Fire Department. His appointment to the position is effective September 28, 2020. Charron will bring 23 
years of fire service experience to the role, having served in the Lowell Fire Department since 1997. He has 
served as a Deputy Fire Chief for the last four years, amassing extensive professional credentials in fire 
suppression and management in the course of his service. Charron is a resident of Lowell. 
 
In addition to his extensive background and experience in fire service, Charron served in the United States 
Navy from 1990 through 1994, and in the Massachusetts National Guard from 1996 through 1998.  
 
“With thirteen companies and over two-hundred employees, Lowell’s Fire Department is one of the largest in 
Massachusetts, making managing its day-to-day operations a particularly critical and demanding task. Phil 
Charron is exceptionally qualified to rise to this challenge as Lowell’s next Fire Chief,” said City Manager 
Eileen Donoghue. “Through his 23 years with the Lowell Fire Department, Phil Charron has demonstrated a 
high degree of professionalism, management ability, and knowledge of fire operations that will enable him to 
excel at the helm of the Fire Department. I look forward to working alongside him to advance the safety of our 
community.”  
 
Charron’s appointment comes following an extensive search process initiated following the retirement of 
former Fire Chief Jeffrey Winward in April 2020. He was selected by a seven-member selection committee 
comprised of City officials and external participants from Trinity EMS and the Chelmsford Fire Department 
that was assembled to evaluate and interview candidates for the position.   
 
The Lowell Fire Department is comprised of 213 uniformed employees. In total, the Department responded to 
10,369 calls in the one year period between July 2019 and June 2020. Joe Roth has served as Interim Chief since 
Winward’s departure in April, and will return to the position of Deputy Chief when Charron is sworn-in.  
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