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TO:

Mayor Edward “Bud” Caulfield




And



Members of the Lowell City Council

FROM:
Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager

DATE:

June 29, 2009


RE:
CC Motion of 05.26.09 by C. Rita Mercier: 
“Request the City Manager report on the procedures for issuing fines for those who dump trash illegally, as well as the number of violations that have occurred, the costs of the fines and the results.” 
I write in response to the above motion.  Solid Waste & Recycling Coordinator Gunther Wellenstein has provided the attached memorandum explaining implementation of the automatic trash collection program. In short, he informs me that door hangers are being used to inform residents of violations of the solid waste ordinance. To date, 1500 door hangers have been left and they are largely effective in correcting the behavior. For those who do not change their behavior and continue to violate the ordinance, 35 follow-up warnings have been issued. To date 17 Non-Criminal Disposition tickets (21d citations) have been issued for a variety of solid waste violations. The fines vary depending on the violation, but range from $25 to $200 per violation per day. Data on the number of fines collected and cases appealed is not readily available. As soon as he provides details on the number of fines collected and the number of violations appealed I will provide same to the Council. 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 



