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TO:
Mayor Edward “Bud” Caulfield




And



Members of the Lowell City Council

FROM:
Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager
DATE:
September 18, 2009
RE:

CC MOTIONS OF 08.25.09 BY COUNCILOR LENZI
“REQUEST THE MANAGER EXPLORE AND REPORT ON A PROPER PLACE FOR MAKING AVAILABLE A SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (SOCIAL AND GOVERNMENTAL) THROUGHOUT THE CITY”
In response to Councilor Lenzi’s above request, the Cultural Affairs & Special Events office respectfully submits the following brief report:

Since March of 2003, the Management Information Systems (MIS) department has developed and maintained the www.lowellevents.info website that includes a wealth of event information. There is a distinct calendar for each of the following topics: 

· City meetings and events: updated and maintained by the MIS department;

· Arts and Cultural events (COOL Calendar): updated weekly by C.A.S.E./COOL staff and maintained by MIS. This calendar also gives each cultural organization a password to post their own events which are approved. Individuals can also post events; 

· Pollard Memorial Library events and activities: updated by Library staff and maintained by MIS;

· Lowell Council on Aging events and programs: updated by Council on Aging staff and maintained by MIS; and

· Division of Youth Services events: updated by Parks & Recreation staff and maintained by MIS. 

Currently, the MIS department is in the process of an overhaul of this site intended to a)unify all calendars under one master calendar, b)enable a web visitor to search across calendars, c) enable a visitor to search targeted events or by date. In addition, this new unified calendar will have a ‘Community Calendar’ function that will be managed by the Lowell Telecommunications Corporation. This new Community Calendar feature will be able to host events, such as fundraisers and other large-scale events, that do not fit within other categories. 

The MIS department is 80% complete in the process of this calendar overhaul. We will keep the Council updated on the development of this project. In the meantime, any group that wishes to post a Community Calendar event, can contact the Cultural Affairs & Special Events office to post events on the COOL Calendar (978.446.7162).
