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OFFICE OF THE CITY MANAGER

CITY HALL

375 MERRIMACK STREET

LOWELL, MA  01852

TELE: (978) 970-4000  FAX: (978) 970-4007

www.blynch@lowellma.gov
Bernard F. Lynch

City Manager
TO:

Mayor Edward Caulfield




And



Members of the Lowell City Council

FROM:
Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager

DATE:

April 24, 2009

SUBJECT:   MOTION OF 3/24/09 BY COUNCILOR RITA MERCIER
“REQUEST THE CITY MANAGER TAKE THE NECESSARY ACTIONS TO FACILITATE AN ELDERLY AND DISABLED DROP OFF ZONE AT 145, 183, AND 227 GORHAM STREET AND REQUEST NO PARKING RESTRICTION ON BOTH SIDES OF SUMMER STREET EXTENSION”.
                                                                                                                                                ************************************************************************

I have been in contact with Adam Baacke, Assistant City Manager & DPD Director regarding the above mentioned motion request.  He has informed me that Jeff Gomes, Transportation Engineer has researched and visited the areas in question.  

There are two issues that stem from this motion.  The first being a request for no parking on both sides of “Summer Street Extension” and the second being a request for an elderly and disabled drop off zone on Gorham Street.

“Summer Street Extension” is no longer under the jurisdiction of the City.  The order to abandon a portion of Summer Street (between South Street and Gorham Street) was voted on by City Council on August 23, 1983.  Therefore, the Lowell Housing Authority currently owns this abandoned portion of Summer Street and can impose parking restrictions at their own discretion.

As for the request for an elderly and disabled drop off zone on Gorham Street, it is recommended that the current elderly drop off zone on South Street by Summer Street be utilized.  Gorham Street along the Lowell Housing Authority property is all a “no parking” zone due to the lane configuration and the need to merge two lanes of traffic at this location.  There is no parking lane on Gorham Street to accommodate a drop off zone 
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and street widening would not be feasible.  However, there are two LHA parking lots off of Gorham Street along this stretch.  Residents should be encouraged to use these parking lots or could request that a space(s) be designated for “drop-off” by the LHA.  South Street is a much safer public drop off location due to the lower volume and speed of traffic.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thank you.

cc:
Adam Baacke, Assistant City Manager & DPD Director

Lt. Tim Crowley, Lowell Police Department

Anne Barton, Deputy Director

Diane Tradd, Chief Design Planner

Jeffrey Gomes, Transportation Engineer

           
Matthew Roux, Assistant Traffic Planner
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