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2.

TO:

Mayor James Milinazzo

And

Members of the Lowell City Council

FROM:
Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager
DATE:

January 21, 2010
SUBJECT:
MOTION OF 01/19/10 BY COUNCILOR RODNEY ELLIOTT

“Request the Manager work with UML to ensure startups researching AT UML locate in Lowell”

In response to the above-mentioned motion the Department of Planning and Development has prepared the following information regarding the collaborative relationship between the City and the University.  The Economic Development Office of the Division of Planning and Development (EDO-DPD) recognizes the University of Massachusetts-Lowell as an important partner and a critical asset, and has strived to leverage the University in spurring business ventures and supporting business development. The EDO-DPD has already established a productive working relationship with the University that has resulted in:

· Joint outreach to the Plastics Department alumni network resulting in over 2,000 letters sent to highlight business opportunities in the City of Lowell.

· Participation by UMass-Lowell’s Massachusetts Medical Device and Development in the 2009 Lowell Small Business Week.

· Collaboration with two successive directors of the Commercial Ventures and Intellectual Property regarding UMass-Lowell’s incubator space and to support commercialization of UML research to ensure its growth occurs in Lowell.

In the past year, a concerted effort has been made to expand the outreach to UMass-Lowell programs, particularly in areas of industry growth. To that extent, DPD-EDO staff has met with UMass-Lowell professors in the fields of nanotechnology, biomanufacturing, chemical engineering, civil and environmental engineering, clinical and laboratory sciences, electrical and computer engineering, business administration, mechanical engineering, and plastics engineering.  The benefit of the expanded network has already proven to be beneficial to the City in a couple of different ways.  The research emerging from the University is of keen interest to companies and become an important consideration in attracting new businesses.  Secondly, the educated workforce provides a ready source of labor, whether as interns or full-time hires.  EDO-DPD has met with the Director and staff of UMass-Lowell’s Career Services to facilitate placement of students at local businesses.  

In response to a motion by Councilor Kevin Broderick, the City is also working in partnership with the Northern Middlesex Council of Government (NMCOG), UMass-Lowell, and private sector businesses, is underway on an emerging technologies zoning amendment that will balance economic development with public safety.  Such an amendment would establish a regulatory framework that ensures predictability for businesses and sends a clear signal that the City is prepared to work closely with these businesses, while simultaneously ensuring that systems are in place to protect public safety. 

An overarching goal of working in close partnership with the University is to make Lowell competitively advantageous to businesses seeking a location that will allow them access to cutting-edge research and a well educated workforce.  Additionally, that once students graduate from the University they will find job opportunities locally and eventually become homeowners and long-term investors in the City.  The benefits are many and EDO-DPD will continue to strengthen and expand its relationship with UMass-Lowell.
1/22/10

cc:  
Adam Baacke, Assistant City Manager/Director, Division of Planning and Development

Theresa Park, Director of Economic Development
