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MEMORANDUM

TO:


Bernard F. Lynch, City Manager

FROM:

Adam Baacke, Assistant City Manager/DPD Director

SUBJECT:
MOTION OF 2/2/10 BY COUNCILOR BRODERICK
REQUEST THE MANAGER UPDATE COUNCIL ON TANNER STREET REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
In 2001-02, the City of Lowell formed a community Advisory Board to help guide the future of the Tanner Street area, and using grant funds from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, hired a consultant (Stoss Landscape Urbanism) to draft a redevelopment plan for the district.  The final plan included recommendations for the short and long term future of the Silresim Chemical Corporation Superfund Site and the larger Tanner Street District.  The plan envisioned the gradual transformation of the area from its current emphasis on automobile and metal recycling and similar uses to a mix of heavy industry at the north end of the street with office and R&D lighter industrial and commercial uses closer to Plain Street.  This would be complemented by street improvements to better accommodate industrial users and improve the attractiveness of the area as well as demonstration sites for various environmentally sustainable stormwater treatment installations.

A subsequent EPA funded study by Watermark Environmental developed conceptual designs for improvements to the street and separation of sewers along Tanner Street.  That study, which is attached, also concluded that some of the recreational uses proposed in the Stoss report would not be viable due to environmental contamination and remediation limitations.  Even for commercial and industrial reuse, the environmental remediation associated with the Silresim site is expected to require an additional 10 years.

These studies lay out what remains a compelling vision but one that will likely require a level of engagement and investment comparable to the Acre and JAM urban renewal plans to implement.  A likely first step would be to prepare a similar urban renewal plan and obtain its approval from the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development.  That plan would then serve as both a guide and greatly expand the City’s available toolbox of resources for land assembly and redevelopment.

While we currently anticipate that this will be the City’s next urban renewal plan, DPD would recommend that we wait for a few more years before undertaking it.  This will allow the two current plans to more fully develop and hopefully no longer be competing for attention and resources.  It will also permit the clean-up at Silresim to progress to a point where redevelopment is more conceivable.

AB/ns

Attachment

2/19/2010

cc: 
Theresa Park, Economic Development Director


James Errickson, Urban Renewal Program Manager


Sarah Brown, Environmental Officer



