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Summary Sta	s	cs 

Table 1 details the frequency of incidents involving a firearm {1} over a five year period, from 2011 through 2015.  In 2015, there were a total 

of 141 incidents reported to the LPD, resul'ng in 101 arrests {2}, which reflects a 32% decrease when compared to 2014.  

Table 2 compares 2014 and 2015 firearm ac'vity by crime category.  Decreases were noted across all crime categories with the excep'on of 

Unlawful Possession of a Firearm (+91%).  Of note was the large decrease in Armed Robberies (-65%), and Shots Fired (-43%) in 2015. 

Recovered Firearms 

Table 3 compares the frequency of recovered firearms {3} over a five year period from 2011 through 2015.  Officers recovered 70 firearms in 2015, 

which is a 17%  increase from the 60 recovered in 2014.  Forty-seven percent of those who were found illegally in possession of a firearm were sus-

pected gang members or associates. Sixteen percent of the firearms recovered had a drug nexus. Firearms were primarily recovered during the 

search of a residence (n=33), search of a person (n=15),  found at an outside loca'on {4}  (n=12), or during the search of a motor vehicle (n=10).  

{1} A hierarchy was u�lized, includes incidents in which a firearm was confirmed, Shots Fired include those in which evidence was recovered, Armed Robbery includes Home Invasions and Carjacking.  

{2} Arrests include all those arrested at the �me of the incident, not necessarily for a firearm charge. 

{3} This number does not reflect the total number of firearms recovered during mul�-jurisdic�onal state and federal inves�ga�ons.  Sta�s�cs presented only include recovered firearms recorded in reports filed by LPD. 

{4} Includes only those found in working condi�on that where either thrown from a motor vehicle during pursuit or hidden outside.  
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Table 1: 5-Year Trend in Firearm Ac�vity 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014  2015 2014-2015 Percent Change 

Frequency 122 133 152 207 141 -32% 

Table 2: 2014-2015 Firearm Ac�vity Comparison by Category 

Category Type 2014 2015  Frequency Change 2014-2015 Percent Change 

Armed Robbery 84 29 -55 -65% 

Aggravated Assault 40 31 -9 -23% 

Homicide 1 0 -1 -100% 

Improper Storage 1 1 0 0% 

Shots Fired/ Discharging 56 32 -24 -43% 

Unlawful Possession of a Firearm 23 44 21 91% 

Unlawful Sale of a Firearm 2 0 -2 -100% 

Total 207 141 -66 -32% 

Recovered Firearm 0 4 4 Not Calculable 
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Table 3: 5-Year Trend in Recovered Firearms 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014  2015 2014-2015 Percent Change 

Frequency 43 40 29 60 70 +17% 
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Fatal/Non-Fatal Shoo	ngs 

Table 4 shows the five-year trend for fatal shoo'ngs by the number of vic'ms. In 2015, there were no Homicides by means of a firearm.  Table 5 

illustrates the number of non fatal shoo'ngs over the five-year period.  In 2015, non fatal shoo'ngs decreased 53% when compared to 2014.  Of the 

7 shoo'ngs in which a vic'm was struck, 5 were gang related.  

Shots Fired 

In 2015, there were a total of 156 CAD calls for gun shots, resul'ng in 145 reports being filed by officers.  Of the 145 reports, 43 were verified as 

Shots Fired. Of the 43 cases, 11 occurred during the commission of another crime.   

Temporal  Analysis 

Eighty percent of all firearm involved incidents took place on Platoon 3 and Platoon 1.  Figure 1 illustrates firearm ac'vity by hour incre-

ment and day of week.  Regardless of the day of week, firearm ac'vity tends to take place between 18:00 and 03:59, with the highest con-

centra'on of ac'vity on the weekends between 01:00 and 03:59. 
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Table 4:  5-Year Trend in Fatal Shoo�ngs 

Gang Involved 1 0 1 2 

Non-Gang 0 0 1 0 

Total 1 0 2 2 

0 

0 

0 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Table 5:  5-Year Trend in Non-Fatal Shoo�ngs 

Gang Involved 7 9 14 10 

Non-Gang 4 7 9 5 

Total 11 16 23 15 

5 

2 

7 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Table 6:  2014-2015 CAD Shots Fired  

Year 2014 2015 

CAD Call 294 156 

Verified/ Shots Fired/ Discharge of a Firearm 77 44 

During the Commission of Another Crime 21 11 

Frequency Change Percent Change 

-138 -47% 

-33 -43% 

-10 -48% 
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Spa	al Analysis 

The loca'on of firearm ac'vity by Neighborhood is illustrated in Table 7.  Centralville (n=26), Lower Highlands (n=25), Acre (n=18), Back 

Central (n=16), Downtown (n=15) and Highlands (n=15) neighborhoods are the most problema'c areas.  Downtown was the only Neighbor-

hood to see an increase in firearm ac'vity in 2015 (+88%).  In regards to varia'on of crime type, Centralville (n=9), had the highest number 

of Assaults by means of a firearm, as well as the most incidents of Shots Fired (n=7).  The Lower Highlands had the highest frequency of 

Armed Robberies (n-=7).   
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Table 7:  2014-2015 Firearm Ac'vity by Neighborhood  

Neighborhood 2014 2015 

Acre 35 18 

Back Central 20 16 

Belvidere 3 3 

Centralville 40 26 

Downtown 8 15 

Highlands 22 15 

Lower Belvidere 18 7 

Lower Highlands 34 25 

Pawtucketville 7 8 

Sacred Heart 17 6 

South Lowell  2 2 

Total 207 141 

Missing data 1 0 

Frequency Change 2014-2015 Percent Change 

-17 -49% 

-4 -20% 

0 0% 

-14 -35% 

7 88% 

-7 -32% 

-11 -61% 

-9 -26% 

1 14% 

-11 -65% 

0 0% 

-1 -100% 

-66 -32% 


