
AGENDA: Board of Health FEBRUARY 4, 2026 at 6:00 P.M. in the Mayor's Reception Room, 375 
Merrimack St., 

2nd floor, Lowell, MA 01852.

JANUARY 30, 2026

Michael Geary, City Clerk 375 Merrimack Street Lowell, Massachusetts 01852

Dear Mr. Geary: In accordance with Chapter 303 of the Acts of 1975 you are hereby notified that a meeting 
of the Lowell Board of Health will be held on Wednesday, FEBRUARY 4, 2026  @ 6:00 P.M. in the Mayor's 
Reception Room, 375 Merrimack St., 2nd floor, Lowell, MA 01852.

AGENDA:

NEW BUSINESS

For Approval: Minutes Of The January 7, 2026 Meeting Of The Board Of Health

Motion: To approve the minutes of the January 7, 2026 Board of Health meeting.

BOH MINUTES -JANUARY 7, 2026 - DRAFT.PDF

For Review: Tobacco Control Division Monthly Report Submitted By Tobacco Control Director 
Cesar Pungirum

TOBACCO CONTROL MONTHLY REPORT.PDF

For Review: Development Services Monthly Reports Submitted By Matthew Sheehan, Sr. 
Sanitary Code Inspector

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES - MONTHLY INSPECTION REPORT.PDF

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES - NEW - FAILED-CHANGE OF USE ESTABLISHMENTS 
MONTHLY REPORT.PDF

For Review: Pridestar EMS Inc. Monthly Reports And Notifications

PRIDE STAR 2011-2025 LOWELL ORI REPORT.PDF
PRIDESTAR MONTHLY OVERDOSE REPORT - DEC 2025.PDF

OLD BUSINESS

Departmental And Divisional Reports And Updates

PUBLIC HEALTH DIVISION MONTHLY REPORT.PDF
SCHOOL HEALTH DIVISION MONTHLY REPORT.PDF

SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND PREVENTION DIVISION MONTHLY REPORT.PDF
SYRINGE COLLECTION PROGRAM 2025 SUMMARY.PDF

MOTION TO ADJOURN

Motion: To Adjourn The February 4, 2026 Meeting Of The Lowell Board Of Health

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE LOWELL BOARD OF HEALTH WILL BE HELD ON

MARCH 4, 2026 AT 6:00 PM 

IN THE MAYOR'S RECEPTION ROOM, CITY HALL, 375 MERRIMACK ST 2ND FLOOR

1.

1.I.

Documents:

1.II.

Documents:

1.III.

Documents:

1.IV.

Documents:

2.

3.

Documents:

4.

4.I.
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PRESENT: 
Jo-Ann Keegan, Chairperson 
Kathleen Cullen-Lutter, Member (remotely) 
William Galvin, Member 
Erin Gendron, Member 
Alison Keegan, Member 
Lisa Golden, HHS Director 
 
 Chairwoman Jo-Ann Keegan called the meeting to order at 6:00PM 

 
1/7/2026 – Minutes 

 
1. NEW BUSINESS 
 
1.I. For Approval: Minutes of the December 3, 2025 Board of Health Meeting 
Motion: To approve the minutes of the December 3, 2025, Board of Health meeting made by Erin 
Gendron, seconded by Alison Keegan.  All in favor. 
 
1.II. For Review: Development Services Monthly Reports Submitted by Matthew Sheehan, Sr. Sanitary 
Code Inspector 
Sr. Sanitary Code Inspector Matt Sheehan reviewed the reports with the Board. 
 
1.III. For Approval: Body Art Practitioner - New 
Motion: to approve the Body Art Practitioner - Tattoo License for Emily Sherburne made by William Galvin, 
seconded by Erin Gendron.  All in favor 
 
1.IV. For Approval: 2026 Body Art Establishment and Practitioner Renewals 
 
Motion: to approve the completed 2026 Body Art Establishments renewal requests for Lowell Ink, Lupo Ink 
and Blaqsheep Ink made by William Galvin, seconded by Alison Keegan.  All in Favor 
 
Motion: to approve the completed 2026 Body Art Practitioner renewal requests for Jorge Maldonado, Eric 
Johnson, Anthony Stanley, Julio A. Pastrana, Sambo Yoeun, Paul Bohl, and Tiago Campos made by Erin 
Gendron, seconded by William Galvin.  All in favor. 
 
Motion: to approve the 2026 Body Art Establishment renewal requests from I Love Beauty and Heaven's 
Beauty upon receipt of required documentation made by William Galvin, seconded by Alison Keegan.  Erin 
Gendron abstained. 
 
Motion: to approve the 2026 Body Art Practitioner renewal requests upon receipt of required 
documentation made by William Galvin, seconded by Alison Keegan.  Erin Gendron abstained. 
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1.V. Communication: 11.19.25 Titan Lead Testing LLC re: Washington School 
The Board reviewed/discussed the report and placed on file.  The Board asked for clarification from DPW 
Commissioner Paul St. Cyr that if there is a process in place for times lead may be displaced. 
 
1.VI. For Review: PrideStar EMS Inc Reports and Notifications submitted by Jon Kelley 
The Board had no questions and placed on file. 
 
1.VII. For Review: Tobacco Control Monthly Reports Submitted by Cesar Pungirum, Tobacco Control 
Program Director 
The Board reviewed the report and placed on file.  Chairwoman Keegan noted that there is a possibility of 
Board involvement with cannabis social consumption sites if they are approved in Lowell. 
 
2. OLD BUSINESS 
 
3. Department/Divisional Reports and Updates 
Director Golden reviewed the reports with the Board. Director Golden noted that Flu and Covid cases are 
increasing and that flu vaccines are available for everyone and COVID vaccines are available for uninsured 
people.  The number of HepB and TB cases, shelter beds, syringe collection and staffing levels were also 
discussed.   
 
4. MOTION TO ADJOURN 
4.I. Motion: to adjourn the January 5, 2026 meeting of the Board of Health at 6:27 PM was made by William Galvin, 
seconded by Erin Gendron.  All in favor. 
 
 
 
 

THE NEXT MEETING OF THE LOWELL BOARD OF HEALTH WILL BE HELD ON 
FEBRUARY 4, 2026 AT 6:00PM IN THE MAYOR'S RECEPTION ROOM 

CITY HALL 375 MERRIMACK ST, 2ND FLOOR 
 
 





















Board of Health meeting, February 2026 

New Business/ Change of use 

Highland Variety  

Passed inspection on 01/20/26 

 

Failed Inspection  

Lowell transitional living center  

193 Middlesex St 

Non-renewal of food permit and Expired hood system. Failed on 01/12/26 

Passed previous inspection on July 7, 2025 

Will reinspect the week of 02/01/26 

*** 2026 Permit renewed 01/16/26*** 

 

Jerry’s Food Store  

207 University Ave  

Expired fire extinguishers and fire protection. Failed on 12/16/25 

Passed reinspection on 01/12/26 

Passed previous inspection 07/29/25 

 

Pool Inspections  

YMCA  

35 Ymca Dr 

Passed inspection on 01/13/26 

 

Fires  

Portuguese American Club  

59 Charles St  

Passed inspection 12/21/25 

 



Tattoo establishment inspections 

Lupo Ink 

1527 Middlesex St  

Passed inspection on 01/14/26 

 

Lowell Ink  

161 Wothern St 

Passed inspection on 01/15/26 

 

I love Beauty  

11 Mill St  

Passed inspection on 01/14/26 

 

Heaven’s Beauty  

1527 Middlesex St  

Passed inspection on 01/20/26 

 

Professional body piercing has not renewed for 2026  

 

Closed establishments 

Abo Al Ezz 

226 Appleton St  

Notice posted for non-renewal of food permit.  

*Permit was renewed on 01/15/26, Notice was removed.  

  

Highland Variety  

146 Pine St  

Notice posted for non-renewal of food permit. 

Business is in the process of changing ownership.  

*Notice was removed on 01/20/26.  



 

Miscellaneous 

 

Northwood Rehab 

1010 Varnum Ave  

Failed to properly maintain property (Excessive trash). Total fines issued $6,000.00 dollars.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Matthew Sheehan  

 

 

 



PrideStar Trinity EMS report to the city of Lowell, MA- 2025  Opioid Related Incident (ORI) 

The information on this page is from 911 calls in Lowell, MA during 2025.  There were 443 ORI 911 calls in Lowell 
during 2025.  

 

Above:    There were 67 opioid-related 911 calls in July 2025 in Lowell.  Of those 51 patients needed Narcan 

  

ORI by hour of the day, by day of the week, 2025            

 

ORI by section of the city, 2025 

  

Row Labels0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Total
Sun 2 4 2 1 1 1 1 3 2 4 2 2 1 1 1 3 5 4 1 2 1 44
Mon 4 1 3 2 1 4 1 4 4 4 2 1 3 3 3 4 2 5 2 8 2 2 2 67
Tue 3 3 2 1 1 1 1 4 2 2 1 5 8 6 3 2 1 3 3 2 2 7 2 65
Wed 2 4 5 2 2 3 1 7 3 4 3 4 3 10 3 6 3 1 4 1 3 2 3 79
Thu 3 1 4 2 1 1 1 4 2 4 5 2 2 6 4 4 1 2 1 4 3 57
Fri 1 2 2 1 2 3 4 9 1 3 6 7 5 5 2 4 2 8 5 2 2 76
Sat 2 9 2 1 1 1 2 1 2 5 1 4 1 6 5 1 2 2 1 2 2 2 55
Total 14 22 19 9 7 5 12 9 23 17 23 18 20 31 30 23 29 16 24 18 23 15 21 15 443

 
% of 
total 

Average 
age 

Female 36% 40.5 
Male 64% 43 

 

Below: Showing totals of ORI by section 
on the city.  It’s the same data point as to 
the left.  

Acre 49 
Back Central 151 
Belvidere 11 
Centralville 28 
Downtown 135 
Highlands 19 
Lower Belvidere 10 
Lower Highlands 17 
Pawtucketville 8 
Sacred Heart 12 
South Lowell 2 

 



 

The following data points are from 911 calls in Lowell between 1/1/2011 and 12/312025 

Between 2011-2025 the city of Lowell witnessed 7,748 Opioid Related Incident (ORI) 911 calls.  The 
following report will for through that EMS data.  

 

          

 

 Quick data points:   July and June (11% of the total) had the most ORI, January (6.5%) the fewest. 
 We had residents from more than 210 diƯerent communities have an ORI in Lowell.   
 Each day of the week had been 13% (Monday) and 16% (Friday) of the total. No one had had an overwhelming total. 
 5AM had the fewest ORI with 111 (1%) of the total. 1-9PM had between 6% and 7%, with 5PM having the most with 

521 (7%) of the total. Saturday between 5PM and 5:59 PM had 92 ORI, the most of any single hour of any single day.  
 South Lowell had 90 (1%) and Downtown had 2,057 or 27% of the total.   
  29% were female with an average age of 37.5.  71% were male with their average age of 40. 
 94% of all ORI patients were transported to the hospital.  

Report created by PrideStar Trinity EMS January 12, 2026.  

Left: Annual total for 
ORI through the 
Lowell 911 system.  
In 2011 there were 
190, in 2025 there 
were 443.    

Right:  Annual total of 
ORI calls AND the 
patient required 
Narcan.  This is a 
subset of the data 
above. In 2011 43 
patients needed 
Narcan, in 2017 that 
number was 468 

Left: In 2016 10% of 911 calls 
that the patients needed 
Narcan, a bystander delivered 
that Narcan.  In 2025 that 
number was up to 41% 

Years before 2016 left oƯ due to 
low annual totals.  

 

























Board of Health Report: JAN. 2026 
Substance Abuse and Prevention Division 

Lowell Health Department 

The Substance Abuse Prevention Division, under the leadership of Maura Fitzpatrick, continues to strengthen 
community-based prevention and outreach efforts across the City of Lowell. The team has hired a new Youth 
Outreach Specialist for the CO-OP program, who will begin in February. This position will support expanded 
youth engagement, prevention education, and early intervention efforts citywide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lowell Community Opioid Outreach Program (CO-OP) – Overview 

The CO-OP team continued to strengthen its citywide prevention, outreach, and crisis response efforts. Staff remained 
actively involved in overdose response, client stabilization, case management, and housing coordination, while 
maintaining strong collaboration with community partners and public safety agencies. 

During this reporting period, CO-OP expanded direct client support through seasonal harm-reduction and wellness 
efforts. Hand and foot warmers were distributed at the Transitional Living Center, Eliot Day Center, and Project 
Compass, and hygiene care supplies were provided to Project Compass. CO-OP also distributed Narcan kits to school 
nurses in three cases, supporting overdose preparedness within the school community. 

Internal capacity-building continued as the Youth Outreach Specialist position was filled, with the candidate accepting 
the offer and preparing to begin onboarding. CO-OP also met with the Director of Homelessness Services in Manchester, 
NH, to explore opportunities for regional collaboration and shared strategies. 

Meetings & Collaboration 

• Meeting with Manchester, NH Homelessness Director regarding the Lowell CO-OP Program (01/09) 

• VINFEN Zoom Meeting (01/12) 

• Weekly Non-Profit Update at Project Compass (01/13) 

• Weekly CO-OP Staff Meeting (01/14) 

Client Support & Service Coordination 

• Syringe collection assistance and environmental safety response across multiple locations, including Middlesex Street, 
Bridge Street, Dutton Street, Pearl Street, Thorndike Street, Favor Street, Hastings Street, Steadman Street, Robinson 
Street Encampment, and Charter School (01/12–01/15) 

• Client transportation and housing support, including rides for services and placement at CTI Hotel (01/12–01/15) 

• Inpatient detox referrals and follow-up support for clients (01/12–01/15) 

Overdose Response & Follow-Ups 
• Response to LPD/Trinity medical incidents, including overdose intervention and follow-up care coordination (01/12–
01/15)



 
Massachusetts Collaborative for Action, Leadership, and Learning 3 (MassCALL3) 

Anjali Bhagat,  Substance Use Prevention Grant Coordinator 
 

Anjali Bhagat continues to lead community engagement and program coordination under the 
MassCALL3 grant, advancing prevention strategies, strengthening school partnerships, and supporting 
coalition sustainability across Lowell. During this reporting period, Anjali also conducted active, near-
daily outreach within Lowell Public Schools to introduce prevention programs directly to students and 
build awareness, relationships, and engagement at the school level. 

Butler Middle School has been identified as the pilot site for the Positive Community Norms (PCN) 
campaign. Anjali has continued implementation planning with school leadership and Lowell Community 
School Managers and previously facilitated an initial student meeting to gather youth input. Based on 
student feedback, the PCN campaign at Butler Middle School will focus on cyberbullying. Butler Middle 
School is now preparing to enter the second phase of the PCN campaign, during which students will 
begin designing campaign materials. As the YWCA of Lowell does not currently have sufficient student 
interest to support this initiative, PCN planning and implementation efforts will move forward in close 
collaboration with Lowell Public Schools. 

Project Wayfinder remains active districtwide, providing a social-emotional learning framework for K–12 
students that promotes belonging, purpose, and resilience. Anjali previously completed iDECIDE 
facilitator training; however, implementation support has been paused as Lowell Public Schools has 
decided to prioritize administration of the program by their own staff. 

Anjali is coordinating with Lowell Public Schools to implement Youth Mental Health First Aid training for 
all teachers and staff, scheduled for March and April. Due to ongoing scheduling challenges, Mill City 
Prevention Network (MCPN) availability has been limited. To support continued cross-sector 
collaboration, MCPN will be merged with the monthly Community Health Task Force meetings moving 
forward. 

This reporting period focused on setting systems and timelines in motion ahead of Anjali’s planned 
absence in February. Program continuity has been ensured with support from the Regional Community 
Health Coordinator, Srey Neang, allowing grant activities and partnerships to continue uninterrupted. 

Events & Trainings  
YMHFA Planning Committee -  01/7 
MC3 Check In BSAS – 01/8, 01/20 
School Outreach – 01/13, 01/14, 01/15, 01/21, 01/22, 01/23 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Syringe Collection Program 
Andres Gonzalez, Syringe Collection Program Coordinator 

Thomas Callahan, Assistant Syring Collection Program Coordinator 
 

During this reporting period, the Syringe Collection Program experienced temporary 
staffing changes. The Assistant Syringe Collection Program Coordinator, Tom Callahan, 
sustained an injury and will be out for several months, while the Syringe Collection 
Program Coordinator, Andres Gonzales, was on scheduled vacation. During this time, 
the CO-OP team assumed syringe collection operations for approximately three weeks. 
CO-OP staff were trained in needle collection procedures and responded directly to 
syringe-related calls, ensuring uninterrupted service and continued environmental 
safety across the city. 

Meetings & Planning 
 
 
 

Syringe Collection Activity 2026 
 

 
Total Number 

of… 
Jan Feb  Mar  

 
Apr  

 

  
May  

 
Jun 

 
July 

 
Aug   

Sep   Oct    
Nov 

Dec  Total 

Discarded pick-up 
requests 

5             

Incoming calls for 
pick-up requests 

3             

Syringes picked-up 
while responding 
to all discarded 
pick-up requests 

819             

Community 
Events: proactive 
sweeps 

2             

Syringes 
proactively 
picked-up while 
in the community 

83             
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