
Date:        April 28, 2020

Time:         6:30 PM

Location:  City Council Chamber, 375 Merrimack Street, 2nd Floor, Lowell, MA

ROLL CALL

MAYOR'S BUSINESS

Communication - Remote Participation.
Pursuant to Governor Baker's Emergency Order modifying the State's Open 
Meeting Law issued March 12, 2020, meetings will be held using remote 
participation as follows:  Members of the public wishing to speak regarding a 
specific agenda item shall register to speak in advance by sending email to City 
Clerk indicating the agenda item and a phone number to call so that you may be 
conferenced in to the meeting.  Email address is MGEARY@LOWELLMA.GOV.  If 
no access to email you may contact City Clerk at 978-674-4161.  

CITY CLERK

Minutes Of City Council Meeting April 14th, For Acceptance. 

2020 APRIL 14 CC MINUTES.PDF

UTILITY PUBLIC HEARING

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 319 Market Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 319 MARKET ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 405 Lawrence Street.

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 405 LAWRENCE.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 56 Oak Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 56 OAK ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 60 Lafayette Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 60 LAFAYETTE ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 878 Lakeview Avenue. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 878 LAKEVIEW AVE.PDF

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER

Motion Responses
A) Motion Response - Reduced ISP Fees and Charges
B) Motion Response - Appeals Period for Fines and Tickets
C) Motion Response - Appleton Mills Handicapped Resident Parking
D) Motion Response - Tax Relief and Parking Relief During COVID Crisis
E) Motion Response - Pavement Markings and Striping

C) MOTION RESPONSE - APPLETON MILLS HANDICAPPED RESIDENT 
PARKING.PDF
D) MOTION RESPONSE - TAX RELIEF AND PARKING RELIEF DURING 
COVID CRISIS.PDF
E) MOTION RESPONSE - PAVEMENT MARKINGS AND STRIPING.PDF
F) MOTION RESPONSE - MAYORAL PORTRAIT POLICY.PDF
A) MOTION RESPONSE - REDUCED ISP FEES AND CHARGES.PDF
B) MOTION RESPONSE - APPEALS PERIOD FOR FINES AND 
TICKETS.PDF

Petition Responses
G) Petition Response - Residential Parking Program 

G) PETITION RESPONSE - RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM.PDF

Informational Reports
H) Informational - Mass DOT Rourke Bridge Presentation 

H) INFORMATIONAL - MASS DOT ROURKE BRIDGE 
PRESENTATION.PDF

Communication - Reappoint Beverly Gonzalez To The Council On Aging

BEVERLY GONZALEZ REAPPOINT TO COA.PDF

VOTES FROM THE CITY MANAGER

Vote - Auth CM Remove Restriction From Deed 39 First St Blvd

VOTE-AUTH CM REMOVE RESTRICTION FROM DEED 39 FIRST ST 
BLVD.PDF

REPORTS (SUB/COMMITTEE, IF ANY)

PETITIONS

Claims - (1) Property Damage; (1) Property Damage/Personal Injury.

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Pedestrian 
Lighting At 199 Pawtucket Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 1-3 INCH CONDUIT 
FROM P 22 TO A METER PEDESTAL FOR PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING 
PAWTUCKET ST.PDF

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Power At 70 
Fox Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 40 FEET 1-3 INCH 
CONDUIT AND SECONDARY CABLE FROM HH1 TO NEW HH5 FOR 70 
FOX ST.PDF

CITY COUNCIL - MOTIONS

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health 
Inspections/Violations Of Health Codes In All City Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health And 
Safety Complaints Filed At The State Department Of Public Health In The Last Year 
For The City’s Nine Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Report On Status Of City Finances And Consider Hiring 
Freezes And Spending Limits On Only Essential Items. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Look Into The Availability Of Open Spaces; Such As 
Cawley Stadium And Lelacheur Park, For School Graduations This Spring That Would 
Adhere To Current Social Distancing Measures. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Update Council Regarding The Status Of The Lowell Junior 
Police Academy And The City’s Parks And Recreation Summer Programs. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Contact The Massachusetts School Building Authority 
Regarding The Status On The Money Allotted To Lowell Concerning The Renovation 
Of Lowell High School.

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Conference With The Appropriate Department Heads To 
Explore The Feasibility Of Offering Certificates And Other Documents On-Line; 
Example Birth, Marriage And Death Certificates. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Reach Out To Lowell Nursing Home Administrators And 
The Board Of Health To Discuss The “Merits” Of Asking The National Guard To 
Provide Covid-19 Test Kits To Each Nursing Home In The Greater Lowell Area For All 
Their Residents And Staff. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Meet With Law Department For The Purpose Of Exploring 
And Resolving The Outstanding Contractual Issues Regarding Van/Mini-Bus 
Transportation Of Special Education Students For The Lowell Public Schools. 

C. Chau - Req. City Mgr. Investigate The Possible Use Of CDBG Funds For 
Emergency Grants/Loans To Lowell Small Businesses Similar To Programs In 
Worcester, Fitchburg And Cambridge. 

C. Samaras - Req. City Mgr. Develop A Task Force To Create A Strategy To Assist 
Downtown Businesses In Preparation Of Reopening. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Direct Appropriate Departments To Survey Essential 
Grocery, Retail And Pharmacy Businesses To Asses The Availability And Use Of 
Personal Protective Equipment Including Face Coverings, Gloves, Hand Sanitizer And 
Plexiglass Barriers At Point Of Sale; And To Make Recommendations On Any Action 
Needed To Protect The Safety And Health Of Employees And Customers. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Work With Appropriate Departments To Determine The 
Feasibility Of Restricting Third Party Delivery Services From Charging Restaurants A 
Fee Per Online Order Of More Than 10% Of The Purchase Price, Until Such Time 
That The Restaurants Are Allowed To Serve Customers In Their Establishment At Full 
Capacity. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT
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1.

2.

2.1.

3.

3.1.

Documents:

4.

4.1.

Documents:

4.2.

Documents:

4.3.

Documents:

4.4.

Documents:

4.5.

Documents:

5.

5.1.

Documents:

5.2.

Documents:

5.3.

Documents:

5.4.

Documents:

6.

6.1.

Documents:

7.

8.

8.1.

8.2.

Documents:

8.3.

Documents:

9.

9.1.

9.2.

9.3.

9.4.

9.5.

9.6.

9.7.

9.8.

9.9.

9.10.

9.11.

9.12.

9.13.

10.

11.

mailto:mgeary@lowellma.gov


Date:        April 28, 2020

Time:         6:30 PM

Location:  City Council Chamber, 375 Merrimack Street, 2nd Floor, Lowell, MA

ROLL CALL

MAYOR'S BUSINESS

Communication - Remote Participation.
Pursuant to Governor Baker's Emergency Order modifying the State's Open 
Meeting Law issued March 12, 2020, meetings will be held using remote 
participation as follows:  Members of the public wishing to speak regarding a 
specific agenda item shall register to speak in advance by sending email to City 
Clerk indicating the agenda item and a phone number to call so that you may be 
conferenced in to the meeting.  Email address is MGEARY@LOWELLMA.GOV.  If 
no access to email you may contact City Clerk at 978-674-4161.  

CITY CLERK

Minutes Of City Council Meeting April 14th, For Acceptance. 

2020 APRIL 14 CC MINUTES.PDF

UTILITY PUBLIC HEARING

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 319 Market Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 319 MARKET ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 405 Lawrence Street.

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 405 LAWRENCE.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 56 Oak Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 56 OAK ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 60 Lafayette Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 60 LAFAYETTE ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 878 Lakeview Avenue. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 878 LAKEVIEW AVE.PDF

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER

Motion Responses
A) Motion Response - Reduced ISP Fees and Charges
B) Motion Response - Appeals Period for Fines and Tickets
C) Motion Response - Appleton Mills Handicapped Resident Parking
D) Motion Response - Tax Relief and Parking Relief During COVID Crisis
E) Motion Response - Pavement Markings and Striping

C) MOTION RESPONSE - APPLETON MILLS HANDICAPPED RESIDENT 
PARKING.PDF
D) MOTION RESPONSE - TAX RELIEF AND PARKING RELIEF DURING 
COVID CRISIS.PDF
E) MOTION RESPONSE - PAVEMENT MARKINGS AND STRIPING.PDF
F) MOTION RESPONSE - MAYORAL PORTRAIT POLICY.PDF
A) MOTION RESPONSE - REDUCED ISP FEES AND CHARGES.PDF
B) MOTION RESPONSE - APPEALS PERIOD FOR FINES AND 
TICKETS.PDF

Petition Responses
G) Petition Response - Residential Parking Program 

G) PETITION RESPONSE - RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM.PDF

Informational Reports
H) Informational - Mass DOT Rourke Bridge Presentation 

H) INFORMATIONAL - MASS DOT ROURKE BRIDGE 
PRESENTATION.PDF

Communication - Reappoint Beverly Gonzalez To The Council On Aging

BEVERLY GONZALEZ REAPPOINT TO COA.PDF

VOTES FROM THE CITY MANAGER

Vote - Auth CM Remove Restriction From Deed 39 First St Blvd

VOTE-AUTH CM REMOVE RESTRICTION FROM DEED 39 FIRST ST 
BLVD.PDF

REPORTS (SUB/COMMITTEE, IF ANY)

PETITIONS

Claims - (1) Property Damage; (1) Property Damage/Personal Injury.

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Pedestrian 
Lighting At 199 Pawtucket Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 1-3 INCH CONDUIT 
FROM P 22 TO A METER PEDESTAL FOR PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING 
PAWTUCKET ST.PDF

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Power At 70 
Fox Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 40 FEET 1-3 INCH 
CONDUIT AND SECONDARY CABLE FROM HH1 TO NEW HH5 FOR 70 
FOX ST.PDF

CITY COUNCIL - MOTIONS

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health 
Inspections/Violations Of Health Codes In All City Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health And 
Safety Complaints Filed At The State Department Of Public Health In The Last Year 
For The City’s Nine Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Report On Status Of City Finances And Consider Hiring 
Freezes And Spending Limits On Only Essential Items. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Look Into The Availability Of Open Spaces; Such As 
Cawley Stadium And Lelacheur Park, For School Graduations This Spring That Would 
Adhere To Current Social Distancing Measures. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Update Council Regarding The Status Of The Lowell Junior 
Police Academy And The City’s Parks And Recreation Summer Programs. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Contact The Massachusetts School Building Authority 
Regarding The Status On The Money Allotted To Lowell Concerning The Renovation 
Of Lowell High School.

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Conference With The Appropriate Department Heads To 
Explore The Feasibility Of Offering Certificates And Other Documents On-Line; 
Example Birth, Marriage And Death Certificates. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Reach Out To Lowell Nursing Home Administrators And 
The Board Of Health To Discuss The “Merits” Of Asking The National Guard To 
Provide Covid-19 Test Kits To Each Nursing Home In The Greater Lowell Area For All 
Their Residents And Staff. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Meet With Law Department For The Purpose Of Exploring 
And Resolving The Outstanding Contractual Issues Regarding Van/Mini-Bus 
Transportation Of Special Education Students For The Lowell Public Schools. 

C. Chau - Req. City Mgr. Investigate The Possible Use Of CDBG Funds For 
Emergency Grants/Loans To Lowell Small Businesses Similar To Programs In 
Worcester, Fitchburg And Cambridge. 

C. Samaras - Req. City Mgr. Develop A Task Force To Create A Strategy To Assist 
Downtown Businesses In Preparation Of Reopening. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Direct Appropriate Departments To Survey Essential 
Grocery, Retail And Pharmacy Businesses To Asses The Availability And Use Of 
Personal Protective Equipment Including Face Coverings, Gloves, Hand Sanitizer And 
Plexiglass Barriers At Point Of Sale; And To Make Recommendations On Any Action 
Needed To Protect The Safety And Health Of Employees And Customers. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Work With Appropriate Departments To Determine The 
Feasibility Of Restricting Third Party Delivery Services From Charging Restaurants A 
Fee Per Online Order Of More Than 10% Of The Purchase Price, Until Such Time 
That The Restaurants Are Allowed To Serve Customers In Their Establishment At Full 
Capacity. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT

Office of the City Clerk - 375 Merrimack Street - Phone: 978.674.4161

1.

2.

2.1.

3.

3.1.

Documents:

4.

4.1.

Documents:

4.2.

Documents:

4.3.

Documents:

4.4.

Documents:

4.5.

Documents:

5.

5.1.

Documents:

5.2.

Documents:

5.3.

Documents:

5.4.

Documents:

6.

6.1.

Documents:

7.

8.

8.1.

8.2.

Documents:

8.3.

Documents:

9.

9.1.

9.2.

9.3.

9.4.

9.5.

9.6.

9.7.

9.8.

9.9.

9.10.

9.11.

9.12.

9.13.

10.

11.



Date:        April 28, 2020

Time:         6:30 PM

Location:  City Council Chamber, 375 Merrimack Street, 2nd Floor, Lowell, MA

ROLL CALL

MAYOR'S BUSINESS

Communication - Remote Participation.
Pursuant to Governor Baker's Emergency Order modifying the State's Open 
Meeting Law issued March 12, 2020, meetings will be held using remote 
participation as follows:  Members of the public wishing to speak regarding a 
specific agenda item shall register to speak in advance by sending email to City 
Clerk indicating the agenda item and a phone number to call so that you may be 
conferenced in to the meeting.  Email address is MGEARY@LOWELLMA.GOV.  If 
no access to email you may contact City Clerk at 978-674-4161.  

CITY CLERK

Minutes Of City Council Meeting April 14th, For Acceptance. 

2020 APRIL 14 CC MINUTES.PDF

UTILITY PUBLIC HEARING

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 319 Market Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 319 MARKET ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 405 Lawrence Street.

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 405 LAWRENCE.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 56 Oak Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 56 OAK ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 60 Lafayette Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 60 LAFAYETTE ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 878 Lakeview Avenue. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 878 LAKEVIEW AVE.PDF

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER

Motion Responses
A) Motion Response - Reduced ISP Fees and Charges
B) Motion Response - Appeals Period for Fines and Tickets
C) Motion Response - Appleton Mills Handicapped Resident Parking
D) Motion Response - Tax Relief and Parking Relief During COVID Crisis
E) Motion Response - Pavement Markings and Striping

C) MOTION RESPONSE - APPLETON MILLS HANDICAPPED RESIDENT 
PARKING.PDF
D) MOTION RESPONSE - TAX RELIEF AND PARKING RELIEF DURING 
COVID CRISIS.PDF
E) MOTION RESPONSE - PAVEMENT MARKINGS AND STRIPING.PDF
F) MOTION RESPONSE - MAYORAL PORTRAIT POLICY.PDF
A) MOTION RESPONSE - REDUCED ISP FEES AND CHARGES.PDF
B) MOTION RESPONSE - APPEALS PERIOD FOR FINES AND 
TICKETS.PDF

Petition Responses
G) Petition Response - Residential Parking Program 

G) PETITION RESPONSE - RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM.PDF

Informational Reports
H) Informational - Mass DOT Rourke Bridge Presentation 

H) INFORMATIONAL - MASS DOT ROURKE BRIDGE 
PRESENTATION.PDF

Communication - Reappoint Beverly Gonzalez To The Council On Aging

BEVERLY GONZALEZ REAPPOINT TO COA.PDF

VOTES FROM THE CITY MANAGER

Vote - Auth CM Remove Restriction From Deed 39 First St Blvd

VOTE-AUTH CM REMOVE RESTRICTION FROM DEED 39 FIRST ST 
BLVD.PDF

REPORTS (SUB/COMMITTEE, IF ANY)

PETITIONS

Claims - (1) Property Damage; (1) Property Damage/Personal Injury.

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Pedestrian 
Lighting At 199 Pawtucket Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 1-3 INCH CONDUIT 
FROM P 22 TO A METER PEDESTAL FOR PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING 
PAWTUCKET ST.PDF

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Power At 70 
Fox Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 40 FEET 1-3 INCH 
CONDUIT AND SECONDARY CABLE FROM HH1 TO NEW HH5 FOR 70 
FOX ST.PDF

CITY COUNCIL - MOTIONS

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health 
Inspections/Violations Of Health Codes In All City Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health And 
Safety Complaints Filed At The State Department Of Public Health In The Last Year 
For The City’s Nine Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Report On Status Of City Finances And Consider Hiring 
Freezes And Spending Limits On Only Essential Items. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Look Into The Availability Of Open Spaces; Such As 
Cawley Stadium And Lelacheur Park, For School Graduations This Spring That Would 
Adhere To Current Social Distancing Measures. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Update Council Regarding The Status Of The Lowell Junior 
Police Academy And The City’s Parks And Recreation Summer Programs. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Contact The Massachusetts School Building Authority 
Regarding The Status On The Money Allotted To Lowell Concerning The Renovation 
Of Lowell High School.

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Conference With The Appropriate Department Heads To 
Explore The Feasibility Of Offering Certificates And Other Documents On-Line; 
Example Birth, Marriage And Death Certificates. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Reach Out To Lowell Nursing Home Administrators And 
The Board Of Health To Discuss The “Merits” Of Asking The National Guard To 
Provide Covid-19 Test Kits To Each Nursing Home In The Greater Lowell Area For All 
Their Residents And Staff. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Meet With Law Department For The Purpose Of Exploring 
And Resolving The Outstanding Contractual Issues Regarding Van/Mini-Bus 
Transportation Of Special Education Students For The Lowell Public Schools. 

C. Chau - Req. City Mgr. Investigate The Possible Use Of CDBG Funds For 
Emergency Grants/Loans To Lowell Small Businesses Similar To Programs In 
Worcester, Fitchburg And Cambridge. 

C. Samaras - Req. City Mgr. Develop A Task Force To Create A Strategy To Assist 
Downtown Businesses In Preparation Of Reopening. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Direct Appropriate Departments To Survey Essential 
Grocery, Retail And Pharmacy Businesses To Asses The Availability And Use Of 
Personal Protective Equipment Including Face Coverings, Gloves, Hand Sanitizer And 
Plexiglass Barriers At Point Of Sale; And To Make Recommendations On Any Action 
Needed To Protect The Safety And Health Of Employees And Customers. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Work With Appropriate Departments To Determine The 
Feasibility Of Restricting Third Party Delivery Services From Charging Restaurants A 
Fee Per Online Order Of More Than 10% Of The Purchase Price, Until Such Time 
That The Restaurants Are Allowed To Serve Customers In Their Establishment At Full 
Capacity. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADJOURNMENT

Office of the City Clerk - 375 Merrimack Street - Phone: 978.674.4161

1.

2.

2.1.

3.

3.1.

Documents:

4.

4.1.

Documents:

4.2.

Documents:

4.3.

Documents:

4.4.

Documents:

4.5.

Documents:

5.

5.1.

Documents:

5.2.

Documents:

5.3.

Documents:

5.4.

Documents:

6.

6.1.

Documents:

7.

8.

8.1.

8.2.

Documents:

8.3.

Documents:

9.

9.1.

9.2.

9.3.

9.4.

9.5.

9.6.

9.7.

9.8.

9.9.

9.10.

9.11.

9.12.

9.13.

10.

11.



Date:        April 28, 2020

Time:         6:30 PM

Location:  City Council Chamber, 375 Merrimack Street, 2nd Floor, Lowell, MA

ROLL CALL

MAYOR'S BUSINESS

Communication - Remote Participation.
Pursuant to Governor Baker's Emergency Order modifying the State's Open 
Meeting Law issued March 12, 2020, meetings will be held using remote 
participation as follows:  Members of the public wishing to speak regarding a 
specific agenda item shall register to speak in advance by sending email to City 
Clerk indicating the agenda item and a phone number to call so that you may be 
conferenced in to the meeting.  Email address is MGEARY@LOWELLMA.GOV.  If 
no access to email you may contact City Clerk at 978-674-4161.  

CITY CLERK

Minutes Of City Council Meeting April 14th, For Acceptance. 

2020 APRIL 14 CC MINUTES.PDF

UTILITY PUBLIC HEARING

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 319 Market Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 319 MARKET ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 405 Lawrence Street.

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 405 LAWRENCE.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 56 Oak Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 56 OAK ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 60 Lafayette Street. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 60 LAFAYETTE ST.PDF

New Cingular Wireless (D/B/A AT&T) - Request Permission To Install Small Cell 
Facility On Existing Pole Located At 878 Lakeview Avenue. 

2020 APRIL 14 ATT SMALL CELL 878 LAKEVIEW AVE.PDF

COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER

Motion Responses
A) Motion Response - Reduced ISP Fees and Charges
B) Motion Response - Appeals Period for Fines and Tickets
C) Motion Response - Appleton Mills Handicapped Resident Parking
D) Motion Response - Tax Relief and Parking Relief During COVID Crisis
E) Motion Response - Pavement Markings and Striping

C) MOTION RESPONSE - APPLETON MILLS HANDICAPPED RESIDENT 
PARKING.PDF
D) MOTION RESPONSE - TAX RELIEF AND PARKING RELIEF DURING 
COVID CRISIS.PDF
E) MOTION RESPONSE - PAVEMENT MARKINGS AND STRIPING.PDF
F) MOTION RESPONSE - MAYORAL PORTRAIT POLICY.PDF
A) MOTION RESPONSE - REDUCED ISP FEES AND CHARGES.PDF
B) MOTION RESPONSE - APPEALS PERIOD FOR FINES AND 
TICKETS.PDF

Petition Responses
G) Petition Response - Residential Parking Program 

G) PETITION RESPONSE - RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM.PDF

Informational Reports
H) Informational - Mass DOT Rourke Bridge Presentation 

H) INFORMATIONAL - MASS DOT ROURKE BRIDGE 
PRESENTATION.PDF

Communication - Reappoint Beverly Gonzalez To The Council On Aging

BEVERLY GONZALEZ REAPPOINT TO COA.PDF

VOTES FROM THE CITY MANAGER

Vote - Auth CM Remove Restriction From Deed 39 First St Blvd

VOTE-AUTH CM REMOVE RESTRICTION FROM DEED 39 FIRST ST 
BLVD.PDF

REPORTS (SUB/COMMITTEE, IF ANY)

PETITIONS

Claims - (1) Property Damage; (1) Property Damage/Personal Injury.

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Pedestrian 
Lighting At 199 Pawtucket Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 1-3 INCH CONDUIT 
FROM P 22 TO A METER PEDESTAL FOR PEDESTRIAN LIGHTING 
PAWTUCKET ST.PDF

National Grid - Request Installation Of Underground Electric Conduit For Power At 70 
Fox Street. 

2020 APRIL 28 NATIONAL GRID REQ TO INSTALL 40 FEET 1-3 INCH 
CONDUIT AND SECONDARY CABLE FROM HH1 TO NEW HH5 FOR 70 
FOX ST.PDF

CITY COUNCIL - MOTIONS

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health 
Inspections/Violations Of Health Codes In All City Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Provide A Report Regarding The Number Of Health And 
Safety Complaints Filed At The State Department Of Public Health In The Last Year 
For The City’s Nine Nursing Homes. 

C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. Report On Status Of City Finances And Consider Hiring 
Freezes And Spending Limits On Only Essential Items. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Look Into The Availability Of Open Spaces; Such As 
Cawley Stadium And Lelacheur Park, For School Graduations This Spring That Would 
Adhere To Current Social Distancing Measures. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Update Council Regarding The Status Of The Lowell Junior 
Police Academy And The City’s Parks And Recreation Summer Programs. 

C. Rourke - Req. City Mgr. Contact The Massachusetts School Building Authority 
Regarding The Status On The Money Allotted To Lowell Concerning The Renovation 
Of Lowell High School.

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Conference With The Appropriate Department Heads To 
Explore The Feasibility Of Offering Certificates And Other Documents On-Line; 
Example Birth, Marriage And Death Certificates. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Reach Out To Lowell Nursing Home Administrators And 
The Board Of Health To Discuss The “Merits” Of Asking The National Guard To 
Provide Covid-19 Test Kits To Each Nursing Home In The Greater Lowell Area For All 
Their Residents And Staff. 

C. Conway - Req. City Mgr. Meet With Law Department For The Purpose Of Exploring 
And Resolving The Outstanding Contractual Issues Regarding Van/Mini-Bus 
Transportation Of Special Education Students For The Lowell Public Schools. 

C. Chau - Req. City Mgr. Investigate The Possible Use Of CDBG Funds For 
Emergency Grants/Loans To Lowell Small Businesses Similar To Programs In 
Worcester, Fitchburg And Cambridge. 

C. Samaras - Req. City Mgr. Develop A Task Force To Create A Strategy To Assist 
Downtown Businesses In Preparation Of Reopening. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Direct Appropriate Departments To Survey Essential 
Grocery, Retail And Pharmacy Businesses To Asses The Availability And Use Of 
Personal Protective Equipment Including Face Coverings, Gloves, Hand Sanitizer And 
Plexiglass Barriers At Point Of Sale; And To Make Recommendations On Any Action 
Needed To Protect The Safety And Health Of Employees And Customers. 

C. Drinkwater - Req. City Mgr. Work With Appropriate Departments To Determine The 
Feasibility Of Restricting Third Party Delivery Services From Charging Restaurants A 
Fee Per Online Order Of More Than 10% Of The Purchase Price, Until Such Time 
That The Restaurants Are Allowed To Serve Customers In Their Establishment At Full 
Capacity. 
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Michael Q. Geary 

City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date:        April 14, 2020 
Time:        6:30 PM 
Location: City Council Chamber, 375 Merrimack Street, 2nd Floor, Lowell, MA  

1. ROLL CALL 

 

Roll Call showed 9 present.   

M. Leahy presiding.  Meeting was conducted via teleconference with audio stream by 

LTC and recorded due to Covid-19 pandemic.   

 

C. Mercier requested moment of silence in darkened chamber for Albert Daigle.  C. 

Nuon requested moment of silence in darkened chamber for Michael Heath.  M. Leahy 

requested moment of silence in darkened chamber for Beverly Conroy.  C. Elliott 

recognized all of those who have passed due to Covid-19. 

 

2. MAYOR'S BUSINESS 

2.1. Communication - Remote Participation 

Pursuant to Governor Baker's Emergency Order modifying the State's Open 

Meeting Law issued March 12, 2020, meetings will be held using remote 

participation as follows:  Members wishing to speak regarding a specific agenda 

item shall register to speak in advance by sending email to City Clerk indicating 

the agenda item and a phone number to call so that you may be conferenced in to 

the meeting.  Email address is mgeary@lowellma.gov.  If no access to email you 

may contact City Clerk at 978-674-4161.   

 

In City Council, Motion “To accept and place on file” by C. Elliott, seconded by C. 

Drinkwater.  So voted. 

 

3. CITY CLERK 

3.1. Minutes of City Council Meeting March 24th, for acceptance.  

 

In City Council, minutes read, Motion “To accept and place on file” by C. Samaras, 

seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted. 

 

Lowell City Council 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

mailto:mgeary@lowellma.gov
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4. AUDITOR BUSINESS 

4.1. Communication - Memo FY19 Audited Financial Statements. 

 

In City Council, Motion to refer matter to Finance SC by C. Elliott, seconded by C. 

Nuon.  So voted. 

 

4.2. Communication - Memo Free Cash Certification. 

 

In City Council, Motion to refer matter to Finance SC by C. Elliott, seconded by C. 

Nuon.  So voted.  C. Elliott noted that the report was impressive and the financial team’s 

efforts were noteworthy.  M. Leahy commented on the effort of the financial team.   

 

Motion to suspend rules to take Item #11.1 out of order by C. Mercier, seconded by C. 

Nuon.  So voted. 

 

5. GENERAL PUBLIC HEARINGS 

5.1. Ordinance-Amend certain sections of 10.3 entitled Hamilton Canal District 

Form Based Code.  

 

In City Council, hearing held.  No Remonstrants.  Motion to adopt by C. Mercier, 

seconded by C. Elliott.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.  C. Mercier 

commented on helping investors in that area and the surrounding area noting that 

parking spaces are at a premium and that efforts should be made to increase parking in 

that area.  Manager Donoghue noted that there are many investors interested in 

developing parking garages and working with DPD and that she would provide report 

regarding efforts in that area.     

 

6. COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITY MANAGER 

6.1. Motion Responses. 

 

In City Council, Motion “To accept and place on file” by C. Mercier, seconded by C. 

Samaras.  So voted. 

 

A) Motion Response - Councilors Holding Multiple Elective Offices – C. Mercier 

noted that a home rule petition would not be successful but it should be put forward.  

Motion by C. Mercier, seconded by C. Chau to take Item #7.6 out of order.  So voted.   

 

B) Motion Response - Residency Requirement – Motion by C. Nuon, seconded by 

C. Rourke to refer matter to Personnel SC.  So voted.  C. Rourke requested M. Leahy 

bring matter before the School Committee.     
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C) Motion Response - Sick Bank – Motion by C. Drinkwater, seconded by C. Chau to 

refer matter to Personnel SC.  So voted.  C. Drinkwater commented on federal 

legislation being put in place.   

   

D) Motion Response - Christian Ave – C. Mercier noted that there was a long list and 

that it will be covered.   

 

E) Motion Response - City-wide Spring Cleaning Schedule – C. Nuon requested 

information be put on website and with LYC. 

 

F) Motion Response - Yard Waste Pick-Up Schedule – C. Nuon requested 

information be put on website and with LYC. 

 

G) Motion Response - Middlesex Street Sign Removal – C. Elliott noted there was a 

third sign to be removed.  C. Rourke questioned if signage had been installed to direct 

people to the new courthouse.  Manager Donoghue noted she would contact 

Transportation Engineer on the matter.   

 

H) Motion Response - Illegal Dumping – C. Nuon commented that there must be a 

more aggressive approach to combatting the issue.  C. Rourke commented on the 

problem area and that clearing brush out may help with the problem.  C. Mercier 

commented on the amount of debris at St. Hilaire car wash that needs to be addressed.   

 

I) Motion Response - Homeless Resources Booklet – C. Mercier commented on the 

need for information to be updated and distributed in a small package of which she 

requested a copy.  Manager Donoghue noted that the book is complete but information 

must be updated.   

 

J) Motion Response - Vacant-Dilapidated Properties in the Acre Redevelopment 

Plan – C. Elliott commented on the updated report noted that there would be more 

discussion of the matter in the future.   

 

K) Motion Response - Opportunity Zones – C. Elliott commented on the report and 

the program.   

 

L) Motion Response - Small Business Earmark - C. Elliott commented on the report 

and the possible negative effect due to pandemic.  Manager Donoghue commented on 

state finances.   

 

M) Motion Response - Lord Overpass Parking – C. Mercier noted report and attempt 

to think outside of the box.   
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N) Motion Response - Rourke Bridge Update – C. Nuon commented on the need for 

public engagement.  Manager Donoghue noted the scheduling of MassDOT to make a 

presentation.  C. Elliott indicated that State wishes to move forward the City should be 

involved as well.   

 

O) Motion Response - Bicentennial Planning – C. Nuon noted planning was moving 

forward.   

 

6.2. Informational Reports 

P) Informational - Coronavirus Response and Preparedness – Manager Donoghue 

outlined report providing update regarding number of cases; City responses; data 

reports provided to public; work of Health Department; homelessness issue; rapid 

testing sites; social distancing; City Hall operations; and first responders.  C. Conway 

commented on the report noting rapid testing and the efforts of the Health Department.  

C. Conway commented on revising the economy and preparation of municipal buildings 

once public and employees return.  Manager Donoghue outlined the sanitizing of City 

and school buildings.  C. Samaras commented on the number of ventilators available 

and if that would be sufficient.  Manager Donoghue noted that Lowell General Hospital 

was confident with their approach to the pandemic.  C. Nuon commented on the efforts 

of the City with all their partners.  Manager Donoghue noted that efforts are being made 

to protect all.  C. Rourke questioned process as to the selection of a City school for a 

shelter.  Manager Donoghue outlined the process and noted the State involvement with 

that process.  C. Rourke questioned the security, staffing and cleaning of the school 

during and after use.  Manager Donoghue noted there was a plan in place for that 

transition no matter when it happens and that staff are not City employees.  C. Rourke 

questioned oversight of nursing homes.  Manager Donoghue noted that was a State 

function but the City is providing added resources as well.  C. Chau noted efforts for 

crisis management and noted plans for restoring school after use as a shelter.  C. Chau 

commented on the operations of test sites.  C. Mercier noted test sites should be 

available to all risk groups.  C. Drinkwater commented on priorities of the testing 

centers.  Manager Donoghue commented on the preference procedures at the sites.  C. 

Drinkwater noted importance of assisting nursing homes.  C. Elliott commented on 

testing procedures; surge information; and nursing home oversight.   

     

Q) Informational - FY2019 Audit Memo – Motion to refer to Finance SC by C. Elliott, 

seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted.   

 

R) Informational - Construction Projects – Natasha Vance (Transportation Engineer) 

outlined memo noting construction is deemed essential and additional State regulations.   
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6.3. Communication - Planning Board recommendation regarding zoning 

amendments of 10.3 Hamilton Canal District Form Based Code. 

 

In City Council, Motion “To accept and place on file” by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Chau.  

So voted. 

 

6.4. Communication - Accept Resignation of Jeffrey Wilson from Lowell 

Commission on Disability. 

 

In City Council, Motion “To accept and place on file” by C. Conway, seconded by C. 

Chau.  So voted. 

 

6.5. Communication - Appoint Mary Katherine Lapinski to Board of Parks. 

 

In City Council, read, Motion to adopt by C. Mercier, seconded by C. Elliott.  Adopted 

per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.   

 

7. VOTES FROM THE CITY MANAGER 

7.1. Vote - Appropriate $7,462,706 from 7.1.19 Certified Free Cash. 

 

In City Council, Read twice, full reading waived with no objections.  Motion to adopt by 

C. Elliott, seconded by C. Rourke.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.  C. 

Elliott commented on building up the reserve fund noting it was prudent financial 

practice.  Conor Baldwin (CFO) outlined the transfer.     

 

7.2. Vote-Auth CM Accept Expend $1,125 from Massachusetts Board of Library 

Commissioners. 

 

In City Council, Read twice, full reading waived with no objections.  Motion to adopt by 

C. Elliott, seconded by C. Samaras.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.   

 

7.3. Vote-Auth CM Accept Expend $125,000 from Comm of MA via the Executive 

Office of Labor and Workforce Dev. 

 

In City Council, matter was withdrawn per request of Manager Donoghue.   

 

7.4. Vote-Auth CM Accept Expend 10K from Mass State Historical Records 

Advisory Bd and Mass Genl Court. 

 

In City Council, Read twice, full reading waived with no objections.  Motion to adopt by 

C. Drinkwater, seconded by C. Nuon.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.   
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7.5. Vote-Auth CM Execute Amendment #2-Mass Dept of Transportation - RMV 

Lease. 

 

In City Council, Read twice, full reading waived with no objections.  Motion to adopt by 

C. Drinkwater, seconded by C. Elliott.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.   

 

7.6. Vote - Home Rule Petition for City Councilor Restrictions. 

 

In City Council, Read twice, full reading waived with no objections.  Motion to adopt by 

C. Mercier, seconded by C. Chau.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 5 yeas, 4 nays (C. 

Conway, C. Drinkwater, C. Nuon, C. Samaras).  So voted.   

 

8. RESOLUTIONS  

8.1. Resolution-Support HD4935 Moratorium on Evictions and Foreclosures 

during COVID 19 Emergency. 

 

In City Council, Read twice, full reading waived with no objections.  Motion to adopt by 

C. Elliott, seconded by C. Mercier.  Adopted per Roll Call vote 9 yeas.  So voted.  C. 

Mercier questioned process to sign resolution.   

 

9. REPORTS (SUB/COMMITTEE, IF ANY) 

 

In City Council, none. 

 

10. PETITIONS 

10.1. Claim - (1) Personal Injury. 

 

In City Council, Motion to refer to Law Department for report and recommendation by 

C. Conway, seconded by C. Samaras.  So voted. 

 

In City Council Motion to bundle Items #10.2 to #10.6, inclusive, and refer each of them 

to a public hearing on April 28, 2014 at 7 PM by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Nuon.  So 

voted. 

  

10.2. New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T) - Request permission to install small 

cell facility on existing pole located at 319 Market Street. 

 

In City Council, Given 1st Reading, Motion to refer to public hearing on April 28, 2020 at 

7PM by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted. 
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10.3. New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T) - Request permission to install small 

cell facility on existing pole located at 405 Lawrence Street. 

 

In City Council, Given 1st Reading, Motion to refer to public hearing on April 28, 2020 at 

7PM by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted. 

 

10.4. New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T) - Request permission to install small 

cell facility on existing pole located at 56 Oak Street. 

 

In City Council, Given 1st Reading, Motion to refer to public hearing on April 28, 2020 at 

7PM by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted. 

 

10.5. New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T) - Request permission to install small 

cell facility on existing pole located at 60 Lafayette Street. 

 

In City Council, Given 1st Reading, Motion to refer to public hearing on April 28, 2020 at 

7PM by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted. 

 

10.6. New Cingular Wireless (d/b/a AT&T) - Request permission to install small 

cell facility on existing pole located at 878 Lakeview Avenue. 

 

In City Council, Given 1st Reading, Motion to refer to public hearing on April 28, 2020 at 

7PM by C. Elliott, seconded by C. Nuon.  So voted. 

 

11. CITY COUNCIL - MOTIONS 

11.1. C. Mercier - Req. City Mgr. have Parking Director develop a plan to allow 

handicap residents from the Appleton Mills Apartments to have first access to the 

handicap spaces once the garage is finished and allow handicap residents to 

park in the UMass-Lowell lot in the interim.  

 

In City Council, seconded by C. Nuon, referred to City Manager.  So voted.  Registered 

speaker, Steve Perez, addressed the Council.  C. Mercier commented on the parking 

concerns of residents in the area and that their request should be honored.  C. Conway 

questioned if Disability Commission were involved in parking plans of the City.  Manager 

Donoghue noted that accommodation plans for the disable are part of all parking 

projects in the City and that she would provide report in response to motion. 

 

11.2. C. Mercier - Req. City Mgr. find ways and means to have City vendors that 

are responsible for sending out property tax bill, excise tax bills, etc. offer a grace 

period for payment during these difficult times.  
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In City Council, seconded by C. Nuon, referred to City Manager.  So voted.  C. Mercier 

noted citizens need assistance during these times and other private and government 

agencies have provided same.  C. Chau noted all motions seeking relief are helpful.  M. 

Leahy noted that City has obligations as well.  Manager Donoghue noted that City Hall 

has and will remain open for business though not accessible by the public.  Items #11.3 

and #11.5 were discussed as well.    

 

11.3. C. Nuon - Req. City Mgr. due to Covid-19 crisis, extend the appeals period 

for any citation, ticket or fine issued by the City; in addition relax any time lines 

for late fees and/or municipal licenses until Emergency Orders are lifted. 

 

In City Council, seconded by C. Mercier, referred to City Manager.  So voted.  C. Nuon 

commented on the economic hit caused by the pandemic. 

 

11.4. C. Nuon - Req. City Mgr. and Law Department, due to Covid-19 crisis, 

consult with Non-Profit Housing Organizations (CTI, CBA, Merrimack Valley 

Housing Partnership) in order to use Community Preservation Act (CPA) for 

rental assist programs. 

 

In City Council, seconded by C. Mercier, referred to City Manager/Law Department.  So 

voted.  C. Nuon noted that affordable housing was a part of the CPA regulations.   

 

11.5. C. Elliott - Req. City Mgr. have proper department suspend parking ticketing 

during Stay At Home Order. 

 

In City Council, seconded by C. Mercier, referred to City Manager.  So voted.  C. Elliott 

noted it as a gesture for relief during difficult times.   

 

11.6. C. Chau - Req. City Mgr. contact Comcast, Verizon and other internet 

providers to the City and request/negotiate reduced fees and service charges 

during the Covid-19 emergency period.  

 

In City Council, seconded by C. Nuon, referred to City Manager.  So voted.  C. Chau 

noted that public utilities could not be discontinued during these times and that people 

have having difficulty paying basic bills. 

 

11.7. C. Chau - Req. City Mgr. incorporate the standardized Covid-19 information 

provided by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts into a comprehensive 

neighborhood report regarding Covid-19 cases.  
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In City Council, seconded by C. Mercier, referred to City Manager.  So voted.  C. Chau 

noted importance of passing on valuable information to public.   

 

12. ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

In City Council, C. Mercier noted the efforts of the MIS Department.  C. Chau noted the 

Cambodian New Year Celebration.   

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 

In City Council, Motion to Adjourn C. Samaras, seconded by C. Conway.  So voted.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM. 

 

_____________________________ 

Michael Q. Geary, City Clerk 

 

 



















































































 
 

 

The City of Lowell • Department of Planning and Development 
JFK Civic Center • 50 Arcand Drive • Lowell, MA 01852 

P: 978.674-4252 • F: 978.970.4262 
www.LowellMA.gov 

 
 

Diane Nichols Tradd 
Assistant City Manager/DPD Director 

 
Craig Thomas 

Deputy Director 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Eileen M. Donoghue, City Manager 
 
FROM:  Diane N. Tradd, Assistant City Manager/DPD Director 
 
DATE:  April 28, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: UPDATE TO REPORT OF 9/10/2019 AND MOTION OF 4/23/19 BY MAYOR LEAHY 

REQUEST THE CITY MANAGER UPDATE THE CITY COUNCIL ON THE BUDGET 
FOR STREET LINE PAINTING AND ALSO UPDATE THE CITY COUNCIL ON 
SCHEDULE FOR THE UPCOMING YEAR FOR PAINTING LINES AND STREETS 
THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF LOWELL 
 

Mayor Leahy requested an update to the motion response with the total cost to apply pavement markings in the 
City of Lowell, as required per the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). The Transportation staff 
was able to create an estimate of the cost and total linear feet of markings for City roads using traffic counts, the 
City Geographic Information System (GIS), additional GIS data and MUTCD requirements. Per the MUTCD, any 
road can be marked with a double yellow centerline as a public safety measure.  However, roads that are a 
minimum of 20 feet wide, with an Average Daily Traffic (ADT) of at least 6,000 vehicles per day are required to 
have edge lines and double yellow centerlines. GIS data previously provided to the City by a consultant included 
the following data: 
 

• Width over 20 feet 
• ADT over 5,000 vehicles a day (ADT over 6,000 not provided) 
• Has a bike lane  
• Owned by the City  

 
Using the data provided, Transportation Staff identified the City roads that require double yellow centerlines and 
edge lines, as well as bike lanes. A map of these streets is attached. This estimate is only for striping edge lines, 
double yellow lines and bicycle lanes.  The table below shows the total cost for striping the streets identified. 
 

Cost of Striping  
      $ Per Linear Foot $ For Each 
Linear Footage: DY            256,000   LF  $ 0.08  /LF  $  20,480 
Linear Footage: Edge            256,000   LF  $ 0.08  /LF  $  20,480  
Linear Footage: Bikes              40,000   LF  $ 0.04  /LF  $    1,600 
TOTAL          $  42,560 

 
 
 
 

http://www.lowellma.gov/


 
 
 
A police detail of one patrolman is needed for each night of pavement striping.   In order to estimate that cost, 
based on previous experience, it was assumed that 150,000 linear feet can be painted per night in a 10-hour shift.  
The table below shows the cost for the police details needed to stripe the identified streets.  
 
 

Cost of Police Detail – Truck Crew 
Total Linear Footage             806,795  
# of Nights LPD Detail Needed 6 
$ per 10 hour detail  $          900.00  
Total Police Detail Cost  $      5,400.00  

 
 
The total estimated cost for required pavement marking is $47,960.  This cost does not include any work that 
would be performed by a hand crew, such as painting stop bars, arrows, ‘ONLY’ or parking spot delineators 
(known as Ls and Ts).  It only includes the cost of a truck crew for long-line painting and a police detail for each 
night of painting. 
 
Currently, the City has a $75,000, 3-year contract with Hi-Way Safety Systems, which is funded through the 
Parking Department that will expire on 6/30/2020.  Due to safety concerns, as of January 2020, MassDOT revoked 
Hi-Way Safety Systems prequalification certificate, which means the company can no longer bid on MassDOT 
projects.  The City’s procurement officer recommends terminating the contract with Hi-Way Safety Systems and 
issuing an RFP for a new contract.  
 
With current record low levels of traffic, and with all schools closed for the remainder of the school year, it is an 
opportunity to refresh pavement markings near and around schools.  Time and costs for that effort have not been 
evaluated.  Prior to issuing the RFP, the City will need to determine what level of funding is required.  The 
Transportation Engineer recommends doubling the value of the contract to $150,000, which would enable the 
City to repaint all required lines, as well as repainting parking spot delineators. 
 
 
 
 
NV/ah 
Attachment 
cc: Natasha Vance, Transportation Engineer 
 Terry Ryan, Parking Director 
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Diane Nichols Tradd 
Assistant City Manager/DPD Director 

 
Craig Thomas 

Deputy Director 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:   Eileen M. Donoghue, City Manager 
 
FROM: Diane N. Tradd, Assistant City Manager/DPD Director 
 
DATE: April 28, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: PETITION OF 01/28/20 BY CHARLES KAFASIS REGARDING  
  PARKING ISSUES, INCLUDING RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM 
 
The Transportation team reviewed the situation and current traffic ordinances to determine any parking 
issues and possible solutions.  Mr. Kafasis described in his petition that he received a citation for parking on 
Plymouth Street, and stated the ordinance was changed without alerting the residents.  
 
Mr. Kafasis currently resides on 141 Mt. Vernon Street, in the Acres/Highlands residential parking area. He 
received the citation while parked on Plymouth Street, in the Pawtucketville residential parking area. The 
Residential Parking Permit ordinance states “Any resident of a particular residential parking permit area of 
the City whose vehicle is principally garaged within said area of the City shall be eligible to be issued an area 
residential parking permit sticker for such vehicle for said particular residential parking permit area.” This 
ordinance has not been changed since it was amended in 1988.  
 
Mr. Kafasis also mentioned the ability for students to obtain parking permits. Students residing in Lowell are 
able to obtain a parking permit if they are currently living in a residential parking area. Students are required 
to provide a copy of their lease as well as have their vehicle registered in Lowell or have their vehicle 
principally garaged in the City. Vehicles registered and/or principally garaged in the City must pay excise 
taxes to the City of Lowell. 
 
 
 
 
AH/nv 
cc: Natasha Vance, Transportation Engineer 

Alan Heredia, Assistant Transportation Planner 
Terry Ryan, Parking Director 

 
 

http://www.lowellma.gov/


























































 

 

 City of Lowell - Law Department   
  375 Merrimack Street, 3rd Floor • Lowell MA 01852-5909 

 Tel: 978.674.4050 • Fax: 978.453.1510 • www.lowellma.gov 

 

 Christine P. O'Connor
 City Solicitor 

 

 Rachel M. Brown 

  1st Assistant City Solicitor 
  

 Gary D. Gordon 

John Richard Hucksam, Jr. 

                                                                            Adam LaGrassa 

Stacie M. Moeser 

 Elliott J. Veloso 

  Assistant City Solicitors 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 23, 2020 
 
 
 
Mayor John J. Leahy 
        and 
Members of the City Council 
 
RE: Council on Aging; Reappointment Thereto 
 
Dear Mayor Leahy and Members of the City Council: 
 
Pursuant to the authority specified in the Code of the City of Lowell Section §9-12 - §9-14, it is 
with pleasure that I am reappointing Beverly Gonzales of 115 Lafayette Street, Lowell, MA 01854 
to a term which expires April 28, 2023, or such time thereafter until a successor is appointed and 
qualified. 
 
Confirmation by the City Council is required for this reappointment and is hereby requested. 
 
I would be happy to answer any inquiry you may have concerning this reappointment.   
 
Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
 

Eileen M. Donoghue 
City Manager 
 
EMD/kd.coa 

 
cc: Council on Aging 
 City Auditor 
 City Clerk 
 City Solicitor 
 Human Relations 
 MIS 

 

 

 



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

CITY OF LOWELL

VOTE

Authorizing the City Manager to remove a certain restriction from deed to property conveyed
from City of Lowell to MCF Industries, Inc., located adjacent to 39 First Street Boulevard,
known as l5 First Street Boulevard. Lowell on August 22, 1990.

The City of Lowell was the owner of certain land located adjacent to 39 First Street Boulevard;
and

The property was conveyed to MCF Industries, Inc. and recorded with certain deed restrictions at
Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds on August 22, 1990 in Book 5307, Page 252; and

The property is being purchased and it is in the best interest of the City of Lowell to remove
Restriction #2 from the Deed:

"The SELLER shall retain a right of First Refusal should the
BUYER desire to sell the premises. If the SELLER exercises its
right of First Refusal it shall pay to the BUYER the sum for which
the BUYER acquired the premises."

BE IT VOTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LOWELL. as follows:

The City Manager is hereby authorized to remove a certain restriction from the deed to prope(y
conveyed from the City of Lowell to MCF Industries, Inc., located adjacent to 39 First Street
Boulevard, known as 15 First Street Boulevard, Lowell on August 22. 1990. Said Restriction is
#2 regarding Sellers right of First Refusal. Said Deed is recorded at Middlesex North District
Registry of Deeds in Book 5307, Page 252. A copy ofthe deed and vote is attached.

V:re ifirststblvd- I 5

In Citv Council
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