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SUBJECT:

MOTION OF 1/26/21 BY COUNCILOR DRINKWATER
REQUEST CITY MANAGER PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON THE STATUS OF THE
RIVERWALK IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

The Department of Planning and Development (DPD) is pleased to provide an update on many
exciting projects to build or enhance trails along the Merrimack and Concord Rivers.
Merrimack Riverwalk Phase II
This $4.8 million project is a partnership between the City of Lowell and Lowell National Historical
Park, with funding from a Federal Highway Administration Program and city capital funds. The
project will extend the “Mile of Mills” Merrimack Riverwalk, also known as the Yankee Division
Walkway, from its current terminus behind Boott Mills to a new, highly visible entry point in front of
the Lowell Memorial Auditorium (LMA). The project will include an overlook at the confluence of
the Concord and Merrimack Rivers and a dramatic new footbridge over the Concord River. A
primary goal is to connect attractions such as the LMA, the Tsongas Center, UMass Lowell, and the
Concord River Greenway, and the regional 230-mile Bay Circuit trail.
Construction on this project began May 2020. MAS Building and Bridge has cleaned and scored the
sewer interceptor box culvert that carries the path, installed lamps along the interceptor, installed
abutments and micropiles that will support the bridge, and has begun installing the cantilevered
overlook and fabricating the bridge. The project is on track to be completed in mid-summer 2021.
DPD hopes that social distancing guidelines will allow an outdoor ribbon cutting celebration to draw
new users to the Riverwalk soon after it is completed.
Concord River Greenway
The ongoing phase of the Concord River Greenway work will connect the Lawrence Street portion of
the Greenway to the Jollene Dubner Park portion of the greenway off of Rogers Street. This project
includes two bridge installations, one over the Concord River and a second over the Wamesit Canal.
This $2.3 million project will help expand the existing Greenway and is another critical step in
expanding the network of connected walkways throughout the city. Work on this phase of the project
began in June of 2020 and is currently on a winter work break. The Department of Planning and
Development anticipates work to resume in the spring with a completion date of June 30, 2021. This
project is being funded through city capital funds, transportation funds from the National Park
Service and Gateway Cities Park Program funds from the Executive Office of Energy and
Environmental Affairs.

Pawtucket Falls Overlook
This project is a true partnership between the City of Lowell, Lowell National Historical Park, DCR,
and MassDOT. It includes a 3/4 mile extension of the Vandenberg Esplanade from Rynne Beach to
School Street, including a 10' off-road multiuse asphalt trail on property largely owned by DCR, a
pedestrian bridge, and two rest nodes overlooking Pawtucket Falls. DCR has pledged to maintain the
trail on its property. Improvements will include landscaping, lighting, benches, and trash barrels
continuing the design language of the Vandenberg Esplanade. In areas where there isn't enough room
for an off-road trail, it will merge into the existing sidewalk. In a future phase after the project, that
sidewalk will be widened into trail width as part of MassDOT Project 605966.
After presentations to the Pawtucketville Citizens Council, the City and MassDOT conducted a 25%
public design hearing in June 2020. DPD is currently working closely with DCR and the landscape
architect consultants to refine the design to protect several mature Oak trees and the bank of the
Merrimack River. DPD hopes to finish design by the end of the year, with construction undertaken by
MassDOT in 2022-23.
The "Centralville River Path"
The riverwalk on the north bank of the Merrimack River and its access points, starting at Aiken Street
and stretching nearly to Duck Island, is owned by a variety of entities including the City of Lowell,
the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), MassDOT, and private
entities. DPD has not identified an existing, formal name for this path, and informally calls it the
"Centralville River Path."
The path toward Duck Island was obstructed by the Lowell Regional Wastewater Utility (LRWWU)
as part of a project to upgrade wastewater infrastructure at the Read Street Station two years ago.
This work is now complete. LRWWU plans to install a Combined Sewer Overflow facility that
would remove the nearby dog park in the next several years. They are currently working with state
and federal agencies on that project.
The community group Do-it-Yourself (DIY) Lowell is working with the Centralville Neighborhood
Action Group and the broader community to explore possible enhancements to the trail between
Bridge Street and Aiken Street. DIY Lowell worked with City of Lowell Department of Public
Works (DPW) to clear overgrown vegetation from the Bridge Street access point, Gold Star Park, in
the fall 2020. After receiving a community outreach grant from the Solomon Foundation, they
conducted a survey with over 110 responses, with lighting underneath bridges, a higher level of
maintenance, art installations, and large identification signage garnering the most interest.
DIY Lowell will work with a pro-bono landscape architect and stakeholders including multiple city
departments, Lowell Waterways Vitality Initiative, Lowell Parks and Conservation Trust, DCR, and
the landowner abutting Gold Star Park to develop a proposal for a Solomon Foundation
implementation grant. They intend to undertake additional community outreach prior to this.
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