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SUBJECT: MOTION RESPONSE: 0412912025 - C. Robinson - Req. City Mgr. have the
proper department provide a detailed report on the process to obtain a Hawkers & Peddlers
license

Outdoor salespeople, also known as "hawkers" or "peddlers" are mobile vendors that sell

anything from noisemakers and holiday hats to food and ice cream cones. In Massachusetts,

hawkers/peddlers must be licensed by the Commonwealth of Massachusefts' Division of Standards

('DOS). Licenses are valid for 1 year and are for individuals only, not for groups or businesses.

For the DOS to grant a license, the applicant must follow three steps. First, the applicant

must start an online application on the Mass.gov website.l Second, the applicant must provide the

DOS with a certificate signed by Chief of Police from the city or town in which the applicant

resides. The certificate, which is attached to this motion response, requires the Chiefto attest that

"the applicant is ofgood repute as to morals and integrity." If the local Chief of Police knows of

facts suggesting that the applicant lacks "good repute as to morals and integrity" (for example, a

criminal conviction), then the Chief is afforded broad discretion to decline to sign the required

I The Division of Standards' online application is available at https://www.mass.sov/how.
to/hawker-and-peddler-application.



certificate. In the City of Lowell specifically, the certificate must be signed by Greg Hudon, the

Superintendent of Police. Any requests for hawkers/peddlers certificates can be made through the

Lowell Police Departrnent's Licensing Divisi on (918-937-3200 ext. 3). Third, the applicant must

pay a 562 nonrefundable fee to the DOS.

Depending on the type of goods being sold, an applicant may need to satisf additional

state and local requirements. For example, food sales require a health certificate from the local

Board of Health where you intend to sell your goods. An applicant seeking to sell food must also

obtain a Sales Tax Registration Number from the Commonwealth's Department of Revenue

located at the Saltonstall Building, 100 Cambridge Street., Boston, MA. If the applicant wishes to

sell fish or shellfish, they must also obtain a Retail Detailers Permit as required by M.G'L. c. 130

from the Commonwealth's Division of Marine Fisheries in the Saltonstall Building, Room 1901,

100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA.

The City of Lowell, in Chapter 167 of its Code of Ordinances, sets forth additional

licensing requirements and restrictions for hawkers/peddlers, depending on the goods sold. For

example, a hawkeripeddler who wants to sell fruits, vegetables, and fish in Lowell must a/so obtain

a separate license from the Lowell License Commission. A copy of the application form is

attached to this Motion Response. Any Lowell License Commission-specific questions can be

addressed by the Commission's Executive Secretary, John Pyers, located in the Law Departrnent

on the 3'd Floor of City Hall.
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CERTI FrcAIE OE CHARACTER

Massachusetts Hawker/Peddler License Apptication
The issuance of a Hawker/Peddler License in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts requires

that each appticant, at the time of their apptication, submit a ceftification, signed by the chief of
poLice of the municipality where the applicant resides "which shall state that to the best of his

knowledge and beliefthe applicant therein named is of good repute as to morals and integrity."
See: M.G.L. c. 101 S 22.

Please note that any alteration or amendment of this certification mdy result in the
application being rciected as deficient.

the undersigned Chief of Potice of the
Name of Chief of Police

City/Town of hereby certify
City ot town and state where applicant resides

th at to the best of my knowtedge and betief
Name of applicant

is of "good repute as to morats and integrity" as evidenced by:

Note: evidence may include but is not limited to: criminat oftender record information (if permitted), personal

knowLedge, internal record and contact checks, couft intormation, or any othet information used by law
enforcement to make such a determination. Additional documentation or qualification ofthis ceriification
submifted bythe below-signed Chief ot Policewillbe accepted bythe Division and placed on file.

Signature of Chief of Potice:

Date:

Form Version 25-1; Effective March 14,2025



TO THE LICENSE

The undersigned
type of license:

COMMISSION:

respectfully makes application for the follow in g

Hawker&Peddler-fish

Name

(signature on Iine above)

Address

Tel.

Date Filed

Granted:

Issued:

Expiration:

Fee: $62.00

License #:
t 167'1. Fruii !E.t bl€s tnd fi.h.
lAbended E-zl'19681
i No perroa *bo ir mr cngaged in rhc pursuit of agriculturE shall haat or Fddh Auit or ve8€rables u.til he ha! beetr dulv liceD6€d bv and has

rc.oid6d htu nrDe and rc.i&rEG *ith iho Li.eEa CoEEission of the Ciry and har bccn assianed a runbor by thc Comlrissioa to be {'om in

such a Drtrn€r e.. rhe CoDairrion Eay prelcritF. The fee br such licerse lhall be !! set in Chapter !I0, Fees, ltld the liccrue shall continuc in

6rte for ooe yetr ftoE ths drta lhcteof-
B. No Fr-;3hatt hart o! pddle trlh un.il hc ha5 beeo duly licer6ed by .rd ha. rc.ordcd bit DaEe and residerE r,ith the lic€me
CoDoilsion of rho City eDd has b€en assign€d s numbor by tho C.idEiision !o b€ pom in 6uch a Dt.ncr a, the Commilsioo Dty Pleicribo. Thc

&e for srEh liceole shalt be a! Ect h Chapt€r !@, Fees, and th. licEDso shalt continu€ in force for ono ),tar fiom the date thcrcol

t 167.2. Cryin! w6reB; trarlsoortation of soods; mar:ins of l?hicles.
* No X.son ha*Url3, puddlinf or sellin8 or expdinS for 3rh a.qy ofthc a.tial€s onu8eralod in MCL c. 101, I l7 shall cry his t?atls to thc
diiturbatE of !h€ pe.c. and coDfort ofthe inhabitenB of tho City.
B. No barler or peddler shall cerry or conveJ any oftha rrticlqs €nuEerat€d in yGLc. l0l. I U in an, raaarEr ihat will tend to idue tho
pubtt heolrh or di.sturb the public pcace or confort, Dor oihcrwise rhan ir !!hicle3 snd rccsptrclcs rhkh have printod on tLed in lotte6 and

6$rrcs at least tro inche. in hoitht rho rtalle oflhs person Ecllisg ard the Du6hor, ifany. giwn hirIl by the l,ic€n6€ Commission.

t 16?.3. Scllins in cidrv ofto*cll H;eh Schmlsnd anmi.
l. No paEon rhall orer lor sals or leu a^icles ofclnlilctioa sanduicb€a. lurEbes or rny otber arlicle! of food in the vicinity ofth€ Le6ll High
Sch@l 6nd the .nnex to the lawell HiSh Sch6l on sny day fmD 8:m a.D. to 2:00 p.o., wh€n th€ Gchool b in r$sion.
B.Ir i! th€ i lot and purDose ofthis Esction to pmhibia haske's and Fddler6, eDd rrndors, from engaring ib iheir busioose or occupation in
lhs viciaity oftho lr*ell High School aDd .he aMor r! lhe l-owe[ HiCh Sch@l on lhe days ard b4'een tb€ bours rcfcrred to in Subscdion A.
C. Tbi3 r.cion shdl not pmhibit hawlors and paddlcrs. or veodor6 rho are cnsasad in the bu3ines or occupalion of scllirg prcduce,

nece3siies of lift or other rnicloi of food, ftoE .elling their produ€'ts to householdeB, perlans in charye ot boardirsbousc3 ad ro busirEs!
slt blilhDents in the vicinity of the lrvell HiSh S.hml ard tho anllcr !o !h. IarcU High School-



TO THE LICENSE COMMISSION:

The undersigned
type of license:

respectfully rnakes application for the following

Hawker & Peddler - fruits & vegetables

Name

(signature on line above)

Address

Tel.

Date Filed

Granted:

Issued:

Expiration:

pge:962.00

License #:

t 16?'1. Fruic telgtables and fish.
lAmenited E'23'l9Esl
A No penson who is mt engaged in the puEuit ofagriculture shall hawh or pcddle fruit or vegetables until he has boen duly lictnsed by and has

recorded hjs naoe and reEidence wltf, tt 
" 

t icun"o Commirsion of the City and has been assigncd a number by the Commi.*sion' to be sorn in

guch a manrer ag tbe Comaigsion aay preecribe. Ttre fee br such licensc shalt be as set in Chapter ItO' Fecs, aad the liccose shall continue in

brrce for one year froD the date thereof.
B. N, ;;.'"b"ll hark or peddle 6sh until he has bcen duty ticeosed by and has recorded his name and residence with the Liceose

CoonieEion of tbe City ana us been assigned a number by ihe Coumission to be worn in such a manner as the Comuissiou rnay prescribe' The

fue for such license shall be as s€t in ChapLr l5O, Fees, and thc licenee shall coutinuc in force for one year from the date thoreof'

fthearticlesenumeratedinMGLc.l0l'!l?shaIlcryhiswarestothe
disturbance of the peace and comfort of the inhabitants of tbc City'

B. l,lo bawLer or peddler ahall carry or convey any oftbc articlcs enumerated itr l{GL c. lOl, 5 t7 in any nranner that sill tend to injure lhe

il;il h";[h 
", 

ji",*U tt o puiii" po"o or -.rort, rpr otherwise than in vehicles and rcceptaclcs shich have Printed on th€m in lcfters and

Ee.;Ji"""itg inctcs i" tre6ti tbe name of the person selling and the number, if any, given him bv thc License Commision'

t lG?':t. Sellins in vicinitv of t well Hieh School and aurcx'
confc.ctio4sandwichos,lunchcsoranyot.herarticlesoffoodintbevicinityofthelaweUtIigh

*bml'and the annex o tbe Lowell High Scbool ou any day froo E:00 a.E. to 2:fi) p.8., when tha school ig in session'

B. It is rhe intcnt and pur,pose ofthis section to proLibit hawlers and peddlers, and-vendors, from engaging in their b\l3iness or occupation in

tlrc vicinity ofthe Iawell High School and the 
"n 

ror to thn L.well tligi Schml on the days and betweon tbe hours referred to in Subsection A'

C. This section shall not prohibit hawhers aad pcddlers, o" ,"nioo who are engaged in the business or occupation of selling produce,

necessaries of life or otUer artictes of food, from selling thcir products to housoholders, pcrsoos in charge of boardinghouses and to busincss

establishmcnts in the vicinity of the lowelt High School and the annex to tha Inwell High Schml'


