COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
CITY OF LOWELL
In City Council
VOTE
Authorizing the City Manager in the name and behalf of the City of Lowell, to Accept Certain
Parcels of Land, situate: Parcel 1A and Parcel 1B also known as certain portions of 190 Plain
Street, Lowell, MA from the Veterans of Foreign Wars.
-----The Veterans of Foreign Wars is the owner of two (2) parcels situate: Parcel 1A and Parcel 1B
also known as certain portions of 190 Plain Street in the City of Lowell, more fully described in
attachment “A” and “B”; and
The Veterans of Foreign Wars c/o James H. Golden desires to convey the aforementioned
properties to the City of Lowell; and
The City of Lowell desires to purchase the two (2) parcels from The Veterans of Foreign Wars
c/o James H. Golden; and
The purchase price for Parcel 1A and Parcel 1B also known as portions of 190 Plain Street,
Lowell, MA is ONE ($1.00) DOLLAR.
BE IT VOTED BY A TWO-THIRDS VOTE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
LOWELL, as follows:
The City Manager be and he is hereby authorized in the name of the City of Lowell, to accept
two parcels of land from The Veterans of Foreign Wars c/o James H. Golden said parcels situate:
Parcel 1A and Parcel 1B also known as certain portions of 190 Plain Street in the City of Lowell
for the total sum of ONE ($1.00) DOLLAR and further authorized to execute all documents
necessary for the transfer of the property, including, but not limited to, Purchase and Sale
agreement, and any other related documents pertaining to the sale and transfer of said properties
consistent with this vote.
BE IT FURTHER VOTED:
That upon conveyance, a certified copy of this Vote and the Deeds from The Veterans of Foreign
Wars c/o James H. Golden to the City of Lowell shall be duly recorded in the Registry of Deeds
by the City Manager, or anyone to whom he shall delegate this duty, all at the expense of the
grantee.
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Kevin J. Murphy
City Manager

Mayor Edward J. Kennedy
and
Members of the City Council
Dear Mayor Kennedy and Members of the City Council:
For approximately three years, the City has been working diligently to implement the first steps in the Ayer’s City Industrial Park
Urban Revitalization and Development Project voted by the City Council on April 29, 2014. The Project defines the southern
gateway to Ayer’s City Industrial Park at the intersection of Plain and Tanner Streets as being a first needed step to accessing the
value of future economic development in this area. It clearly identifies that upgrades to this area and intersection will play an
important role in improving the economic attractiveness and values of the available redevelopment sites.
As part of this effort, the City has continued to work to find the resources to implement the engineering and obtain the necessary
approvals to move forward. In 2016, through a special State Budget Amendment filed by Representative David Nangle (D-Lowell),
the City received $250,000 for planning and design of this intersection. The catalyst effect of these newly injected State funds
assisted the City Manager, through the Department of Planning and Development (DPD), to successfully proceed with Phase 1 and
negotiate with the first abutter, VFW Post 662. This negotiation led to an agreement that, if approved by the City Council, will allow
the City to purchase approximately 32 feet of land at the intersection of Plain and Tanner Streets, and a significantly smaller parcel
along Montreal Street. This purchase will allow the City to move forward with the realignment, intersection construction, and
signalization of Tanner Street and Plain Streets. The City Manager also directed DPD to retain Watermark Engineering of Lowell to
provide their professional engineering skills to finalize this Phase 1 section of the project. Watermark is now proceeding with
designing Phase 1.
Several years of discussions have now finally yielded an agreement with VFW Post 662 including an offer by the City to purchase
approximately 6,200 sq. ft. of VFW land. This purchase will accomplish two goals. First, it will allow the VFW to proceed in
building a new structure to house the operations of Post #662. Second, it will allow the City to proceed with the next steps for
intersection realignment and signalization at Plain and Tanner Streets when funding becomes available through the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts. Throughout this process, VFW President Joseph Dussault and Quartermaster James Golden have worked closely
with DPD, Development Services, City Transportation and City Engineers, and the Inspectional Services staff. The attached Vote
will allow the purchase of the needed VFW property and accomplish the first step in Phase 1 of the Ayer’s City Plan.
In addition, to also accomplish this part of Phase 1, as stated above, the City is requesting to abandon a portion of Montreal Street to
align and add the installation of a sidewalk for neighborhood pedestrian use leading to and from the main intersections at Tanner and
Plain Streets. This will now add a new upgrade for the safety of neighborhood walking and bicycle residents while simultaneously
improving the safety and effectiveness of City snow plowing and winter street clearing along Montreal Street. Following an
approval for abandonment, the vote will authorize the City Manager to sell approximately 3,372 sq., ft., to the VFW Post #662. If
you have any questions please feel free to contact Kevin Coughlin, Deputy Director at 978-674-1402 or me.
The Law Department has prepared the necessary votes for your approval. If approved by the City Council, the Law Department will
prepare and execute a legal purchase and sale agreement with the VFW and proceed accordingly.

Sincerely,

Kevin J. Murphy
City Manager
KJM/ns
Attachment
cc:
Christine P. O’Connor, City Solicitor
Diane N. Tradd, Assistant City Manager/DPD Director
Kevin Coughlin, Deputy Director

